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| * S | . 
4 Earhers of Children, 


Preſenting tothem,and al teachers 
a facile, debgh: :ful, and xa way and' me- 
thod of reaching to ſpel Exgliſh perfectly, and 
s truly within one emoneth, and conſequent] to 
read in ſome meaſure within {ix* monet $3 
and ſo ſure that none yong,or old ma ay 
} fear to fail, if the reacheril not 


. Incxerciſe therof.. 


Virths Autems in ex periends. ; 
The traR conlitcth of five ſetions, br a preamble 
Y fetting our the occafion cf rhe invention, and the er- . 
rors, and evil conſequences of the old manner of 
teaching; ſecondly, obſervarions for teachers ;" thirdly, 
rules for re-ching z four chly, motives to the 
e\ trial ; ffrly, caveats for Parents: 
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_ AnFpiltle to the 
Reader. 


TS -  — —C 


| 


F Conrteons Reader, 
| F=&F in peruſal of the 
| F $,) preamble of this li- 
[ BHS 38 cle book thou ſhalt 

D Che< meet with ſomewhat 
vvritten either in de- 
[fence of the ſubje& or the Au- 
\thor, cenſure nor too raſhly, nor 
\ſuppoſe that any thing therin con- 
ſtained can have allufiontothee, if 


\thou kneweſt not theauthor, nor 


A2 hadſt 


Th e Epiſtle | 
hadſt been buſy in medling with” Ac 
or out of prejudicate opinion in th 
cenſuring him, or his inventions JE, 
and experiments. For as the Aj/ro- * 
loger, Prognoſticator, and Almanack-j bd 
maker Gaithin his title page ( calcu- ar 
laced for this, or that meridian, and | {« | 
fuch a longitude, and ſuch a latis | 
tude, and may indiffcrently ſerve} cc 
for his, or that circuit of a wholeJ b 
region : :) ſo ſay I, the preface, orf v: 
preamble of this book was com-| n 
piled, and vwvritten chiefly for the } A 
meridian of Dublin in Ireland , at 
where the Author was ſo diſcoursf rk 
teouſly handled, and evilly — a 
ted, as therin is without any great | 
rancor expreſſed. And for tis | n 
caus, that thou mayelt bee prepared | 1 

nor * 


F4 to the Reader. 


h, not to take offence at any thing 
in therin comprehended , or ar this 
18 JEpiſtle, havel com poſed the lame. 
0-' Andyetdol ealily yeeld, rhar 
k-# both this Epiſtle and the Preamble, 
_ 'and the two laſt parts of the beck 
d\( theſame beeing divided into five 
- | parts ) were ſuperfluous and unne- 
ej ceſlary, if this preſent age had nor 
f brought forth a multitude of mn 
i very prejudicate1 in opinion againſt 
| new inventions in the matter of 
ce} | Art, becaus beyond their notion, 
N and fo if there were no errors 1n 
f the former methods of teaching, 
-* and the ſame errors produced 
: | withthem-no evil conſequences, 
; | nor ought.to bee prevented anda- 
| ! voided; and beſides, if there were 
: Ee A 3 no 


An Epiſile 
no miſtaking in the education of / h 
Children, nor any indiſcrect choice h 
made by Par-nts of ſonns dedica-j ” 
ted to the Myſes. But if upon ma-«' 4 
ture conſideration ſuch errors bee * 
found , is it notrequiſite for a com- | t 
mon benefits ſake to ule many | 
words, when fewer would not. 
ſerve 2 It there bee any redundancy, | 
leta favorable conſtruction of 'my | 
ardent zeal for the publick good 
(to which my conſcience and 
judgement tellerh mec , it condu- 
ceth) counterpoize it. 

The lineaments, parts, and pro- 
portion of this patrime iſſu ate nes 
vertheles extended but to a ſmal | 
ſtature even of a dwarf in length | 
and growth. I begot him,brought 

p him ' 


* 
R. 


to the Reader. 


: him forth, ſwadled him, and clad 
' him in theſe ſhort coats, 
| might dedicate him to thine, and al 


that [ 


the worlds ſervice, which hee wil 


really and eff: Qually perform , if 


thou foſtzr him fatherly, and che- 


; riſh him tenderly, and then will he 


give both thee and mee, thy chil- 
dren, and their poſterity caus to 
rejoyceat, and to be much delighs 
red in his iſlu. For thine own 
childrens and all poſteriries lake | 
pray thee contemn him not, but 
eſteem him as thine own. Burt by 

all means ler his elder brother bee- 
ing an introduction to, or the art of 
teaching the Latine ſpeach bee in 
far greater eſtimation with rhee, 

for hee iris, who muſt lead thy ſon 
A 4 TQ 


Atl Lk ena 


An Epiſtle 
£0 the top of Parnaſſus. 
Theſe births were twins Concer # 
ved 11my breſt at oneand the ſame | 
time, and were:there ſmothered 
fourty :yeares; and this I brought 
forth laſt, becaus it can lead thy 
fon no farther than to the compa- 
ny and ſociety oof plain men, and 
thole who dwel in mean cotta- 
g2s, and ſuch: who: have their bu- 
{lineflesxamong b-aſts in the fields ; 
bur that firfſtborn maylead them to 
a dwelling on the -top of Parnaſſus 
among the Males, and: hath the 
promile of Kings Courts, and high 
places of wealth, dignity, and hos 
nor. I have nottherefore unkficl 
irvitated Rebecca the,wite of [aac, 
who: knowing :that-. the. promiſe 


Fr ſhould 


1 ſhould bee fulfilled in her yonger 
7 ſon, taught Jacob the yonger twin 
[ ro deceive Eſau the elder of his fa- 
? thers bleſſing. For I knowing that 
- to bee of more dignity than this 
1 have given it the firſt place, al- 
: thoughthis mult be che elder in ors 
. der,and degree of beginning. 

- Touching that my method for 
j the Late enoughis already (aid in 
4 rhe Preface thereto, and in ſome 
* few advertilements cnterlaced tho- 
| roughout the whole book , the 
{Game points of Grammar beeing 
\ thereby to beet:ught, which ever 
\ were, andevyer muſt bee taught, by 
.al-men, the main difference from 
* ; other merhods'beeing in the 
\manner of conveyance, only. to 
my help 


» 
z 


Fd 

- 
OA 
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An Epiſtle | 
help weak capacities and memo- | 
ries. Wherin the intricate, and 
perplexed knorttines of the Yerb 
cauſe by the infinite variety of 

 termmat-ons beeing above one thugs. 
ſand in borh voyces refpeCing the 
leverall ſignes, and ſignifications of | 
the Optative, Potential, and Subjun- 
five moods is as touching the laſt, 
ſyllables in perſons and numbers | 
reduced totwelve heads, videlicet,' 
ſix in the a&ive, and fix in the . 
paſvve: and the feveral terminati- | 
ons of every ſeveral perſon in each” 
number thoroughout al the ten-' 
ſes, moods, and conjugations of 


of 

| 

\ 

| V 

bach voyces are ſo laid rogether, | 4 
/ 

be 


compared, and coupled with. the 


ſeveral ſignes and ſ1gnifications 'of! 


every" 


3 
* 


to the Readey. 
+ every ſeveral pariſon inthe Engliſh, 
| and {uch termimations of the Engliſh, 
> ascanbeelaidandſerout certainly, 
f one an{wering the other, as hike- 
- wilethelaſtſyllables of AdjeQives 
© and Advetbs in their leveral de- 
" grees compared as wel inthe Eng- 
i= liſh as Latine, that ic may cally bee 
ſt infuſed intothe weakeſt and obru- 
rs! ſcſt capacity within one quarter of 
fr,” a year to give Engliſh for Latine, 
1X and Latinefor Engliſh, 11 any Verb, 
tl-' Adjective , of Adverb, which ſhal 
ch” bee named or propoſed ,Whuch by 
n-, wayo' example never was, nor e- 
ol | verſhal beeiaful-d:ioto ſome. nd 
er,| thateffe& beeing wrought, irmay 
the | bee truly faid , Diniidium ſatti, qui 
0'! bene cepit babet. . * © 

ery) Let 


k 
3 


An Epiſtle 

Letthe moſt intelligent caviller, 
who carperh at the concir, and 
praCtiſe before hee catch, and ap- | 
prehend the tru ſens and ule: 
thereof, give a ful contradiory. 
anſwer to two queſtions reſolved, 
as followeth : firſt, whar is the 
oround, and way of reading? Is it 
any other thing than to know tne 
tru {ound of every letter how va- 
rioully ſoever tranſpoſed in mono- 
ſyllable or polyſyllable, and to di- 
vide polyſyllables rightly ? and that 
S$kil becing attained 1s not the 
ground, and way of reading ' at» 
rained}Wwhat can bee required more 
than . daily: exerciſe ? Secondly, 
what.is the maimand chict ground 


of Grammar ? Is it notth& tru; va- 


r lation 


to the Reader. 


« riation of the declinable parts, 


wherof the Yerbis the moſt intri 
cate and perplexed? And that ski: 
beeing attained 15 not the chiete 
ground of Grammar attained ?I ſay 
again and again; The tru ground 
both of ſpelling Engliſh truly by 
this method, as allo of varying the 
declinable parts of {peach exactly 
by that other for the Latine may be 
laid upon ſuch competent ſubject, 
asincach is ſeverally- mentioned, 
within three moneths, and ſome. 
times 1n much leſs time. | 

The faults of print in that me« 
thod for the Latme,alrhough many 
are ſomewhat excuſable, becaus it 
paſſed the preſs with much relu« 
cation,alchoughimmoderate gain 
was 


Row _ 
was made thereby, three parts of 
four in the price o: impreſfion bee- 
ing wholy gained and beſides the 
compoſer at the pres ſo greatin e- 
nemy to the work that hee labored 


by al means to Ciſgraceit, I there- . 
fore humbly and carn«ſtly entreatal- 


courteous rea.Jers,teachers eſpecial- 
Ily,vvho cither try or view it, not to 
carp at, but to correR the errors. 
And it God grant mee lite to ſec it 
rep.inted,[ wil er devor to find out 
a more friendly compoſer, where 
there is choice, 1n Ireland 15 bur one. 
And chea, {1 »ce no ſuch auth-ntick 
m.n, 425 1 have mentioned in my 
Prcface to the Latme, wil take in 
hand to: vel the laſt bank therin als 
{ov mentioned, that is, to reduce the 

| Latine, 


y to the Reader. 
; Latine &Engliſh Syntax toanunifore 
* mity without examples, I having 
preparedit wil alſo publiſh ic, 
* which(lam welaſſured)no modes 
| rateman, whotaketh jr into hand 
without a prejudicate opinion, wil 
' rejeR,but courteouſly embrace and 
entertain.Ifany ſuch man aftcr trial 
| dorcjedtand condemn itas athing 
of no validity,nor efficacy;l wil caſt 
al the reſt of the impreſſion into the 
' fire, which coſt mee almoſt 50 1. 
© Iris welknowntoal men thar 
' the way of atraining the Latine 
| ſpeach hath hitherto been fo ab- 
; | Riruſe and difficulr, that ſcarcely 
i | ten of every hundred have tho- 
, | roughly attained it : infomuch as 
e | diversmen of ancient time, as Ra- 
fb, | Mu 


The Fpiſtle 
mns, Linacer, Melanton, Deſpauter} 
Lily,and many more; as allo divers 
modern men yet livingin England, 
and other regions have aflayed to 
make that rugged aſcent to the top 


of Parnaſſus more ſmooth and pal- 


ſable than formerly : but al, how- 
ſoever their pains ought worthil 


to bee embraced, & thankfully ac- | 
cepred, have leftthe tyring knot of |, 
the Perb as they found it. Maſter 


Lily. only, whoſe fame is memora- 


ble, who ſcorned not the copart- ' 
nerſhipot M*.Rebinſon in his work, : 


opened to me the gap; and had not | 


the Printers wronged him in ab- 
ſterging out of his Grammar thoſe 


tipes both of the Verb, and Nonn, 


which he had compoled, his pa- 


tern, * 


to the Reader. 
' } tern, and leading path had been 
$ | ſufficiencauthority to have gotten 
, | credit and eſtimation to my me- 
> thod, howſoever obſcure the Au- 
p thorbee. Bee hee as hee is, divers 
- _ moderate men have embraced, and 
' do follow it, and as a grave gyme 
y maſiarchy ſaid of it, al teachers 
:- | Wil one day ſee it. Leaving my 
zf ſelf and it tothecenſure of the ju- 
xx Tdicious , who doubtles wil try 
2- both before they judge, becauſe 
t- without tryal there is no judge» 
k; ment, I remaine 

py; Thine jf thou be thy ſonns friend, 
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DVOVPSAS AVER 
Ad leflorem male feriatum, mvidum, 
& detraftorem. 


I Chriſtofer Symes, Rich of (har ? ſaift tho) 
A $4ay,truth's oft hid, ſearch ont more maiſt thou 
Caft s, nor fals impoſture,and vain lies, (know, 
But real, plam arts, long kid Milſterics, , 


} Take hi to 8, and laugh, thou think ſt it traſh ; 


Atore proper 'tis for mee, I know th art raſh, 


' From him,by whom we are wee move, wee live, 


What 1 received have, I freely give. 

Tf learned thon, fits thee an exvr ons ey 2 
Feeld to the reaſons, or the methods try. 
If not, judge not, nor ſay beyond thy reach, 


 Teachthou thy grandame, or her gander ſpeach. 


Sj tibi libet irridere me ex opinione, + - 
Mihi licet irridere te ex cognitions. 


T hou laugh' ft at mee, thou think ft it wel, 
T laugh at thee, I canscantel. 
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Ad candidos leftores. = "= 
Courteous fathers of children. 


x 
= Maia's (ons, fathers of ſonns behold, gp} 
Foy your ſonns good,gwo Milterics 1 unfold ; = 6 
The one of teaching Latine cal'd the art ; ; 

T his moſt begin, though it be ſecond part, 

Refuſe wee hony, which poor flyes do make ? 

Refuſe wee down beds,which from fowls wee take? 
Refuſe wee clothing, worms and ſheep did bear ? 

Refuſe wee bread-corn out th'earth ox did ear t 

Refufe wee beeing hungry _—— | © 
- it bee brought us in an earthen diſh * _ 

0 pleaſant fruits taſt il fron poor mans ground? , Z 
Ave Arts the wors, becaus mean author found? 
What if an ide ot firſt did find and chuſe, 7 
wil wiſe men a fair neerer way refuſe * 
What 6s in either promis* d to make good, 

T he Author dareth hazard life and blood. ws 
7f hee on al in two mon' ths ground-work frame, |. his 
Others mm three may wel perform the ſame. 1 abc 
At firft when proofs were made, ſome cri ae imps- thei! 
Others impoſſible, unles hee conjure, (ſture, cou 


Let envy rage, cry what it wil, or may. anfc [ 
Who proves, ſhall find, each an effetlwal way, It hi. 
Gloyy be Gods, who made invention onrs, Or 2 


Toxr ſons the profit be, the pleaſure yours. 
D i , 
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| A Bachelors blefing 
On 
Fathers of Children. 
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A He King and princely prophet, 
> that holy finger of Iſrael Da- 
ID vid in his 128 Pſalme pro= 
25-2 nounceth, and declareth thoſe 
>> men happy, and bleſſed, who 

2 fear the Lord, and walk in 
his wayes; .hee promiſerh them bleſſings in their 
labors , bleſſi nes in their wives , blefſi ings in 
:their children. As David promiſed to the righ- 

e, Tcous thoſe bleſſings : So, though in a "air 
inferior nature » as one, who would eſteem 

it his great honor, and olory to bee the ſervant 
of a renouncd King, or religious Prophet. 
B y dare 
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darcI almoſt as confidently promiſe to all yee, 
noble, gentle, and courteous Fathers, of what- 
ſocyer degree or order, whom Davids Lord, 
and our good God hath already made, or may 
beteafter make ſo happy as to have your ta- 


WH... 


bles beſet with Olive branches round abour, . . 


who deſire to have thoſe Olive branches your 
ſonns according to the rule of Solomon the fon 


of David taught, and inftrufted in the trade of - 


their youth, in and by this poor Bachelors 
blefſing conteining both hearty wiſhes, and 
real endevors to ſhew yee- a ſmooth, eaſy, and 
fair way, by which yee may begin to lead your 
ſonns into the track and path of Davids fear, 
and Davids wayes guiding both to terreſtrial 


and temporal, as alſo to celeſtial and eternal / 


bleſſednes, and. may your felves in the cours 
and purſuit thereof, whilft thoſe your Olive 
branches are yong and tender, receive as much | 
contentment in their-firſt ſtep therunto , which 
maſt bee literature, as can bee wiſhed or obtai- 
ned. Yeeal deſire earneftly ( I doubt not ) to 
ſectle your | ſonns in as fair 8 way for tem- 
poral eſtate, as your thoughts .can .conceive ; 
and ſome of yee are more ſpecially careful to 
prepare, and firthem for a ſpiritual building, 


an eyerlaſting habiration. This vat made with. 


hands: 


0» fathers of children. ; 
hands, bur eternal in the heayens, as alſo that 
cerreftrial ſerclemenc. co hee had either by the 


your and fayour of the King, or adyancemenc 


y the War, Ares, Law, or ſervice yee ſeek to 
attain for chem, and to prepareand fic them fog 
by one and the ſame way, thatis, inftruKion ig 


_ Jiterature; yee ſend themro Schole,thar through 


the rudiments they may bee made competenc 
ſubjefts ro have the libergl arrs infuſed inte 
them, and ſo bee made capable of rhe Kings fer- 
vice domeſtick, or military, or the civil Ma- 
oiftracy, or that they may undertake one of the 
gceat and molt gainful profeſſions, Dipmity, 
Law, or Phyſick.. Some of yee peradyenture 
wil ſay, I would give any Rag my ſon. 
could bee made a ſcholer, or might bee raughsr 
only to read and write ; Yea, ſpe of yee haye 
ſaid it to mee, when your ſonns were ſome of 
chem fully paſt, and others almoſt paſt boyes 
age; and ſome of them have by this method 
following exerciſed on them by my ſelf attai- 
nedto read, and more allo, when they were 
utterly deſpaired of for eyer reading. And in» 
gced hitherto.jt hath been an hard task to in- 
fuſe the 5kil of reading .che native language 
into aj, and almoſt impoſſible, as teachers beſt 
know : but to teach al to anderſtand. the 
| DL Bgs Zane, 
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Latine, much more hard and impoffible. 
Tf I ſhall now ſhew yee ſuch an eaſy and 
familiar way of teaching to read Engliſh, 
whereby it may bee broughtto pas that none, 
Not the' dulleſt fail; and that the effet may bee 
wrought with dalliance, eaſe, and delight both 
to the teacher and learner, withour any manner 
of toil , preſſure, or auſterity ( which is irk- 
ſome to children, and much diſceurageth ) and 
chat before any accompliſh ſeven yeares of age, 
beginning ar five, if they have good ſpeach and 
pronounciation, and that ſlow and imperfeR, 
yea ftammering ſpeach way bee very much 
mended and re&tified, and ( which is the grea- | 
reſt benefit of al (that much aid and relief 
may bee given to weak and ſlender capacities ' 
and memories; I do aſſure my ſelf, that a! 
yec literate fathers ( thoſe excepted, whoſe ho- 
nors, lygh places, dignirics, and gravities,it 1nay 
nor become to dally with children ) wil not 
ſuffer your moderate and diſcreet *judgements, 
co bee preoccupated and prevented with preju- 
* dicareopinion, and enyious, ignorant, boyiſh, 
or womaniſh detrafion, which in theſe dayes 
thorough eaſy credulity ſwayeth deep judge- 
' ments too much; bur'wil your ſelves beſtow one 


half hour of vacant time in each day on your 
o1vN 
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' own child, and try this way and method 


which is a meer trick and toy wichout labor, 
yet effcEtual, and not leave the proof therof rs 
women, or {uch dul-men, whom the moſt per - 
ſpicuous demonſtration will ſcarcely make in- 
telljgible in, and capable of the conceit. 

And if your experiment ſhal confirm unto 
yec the efficacy, I arm noles aſſured rhat yee be-- 
ing not ignorant that yee ought to defend, and 
adyance a common good, wil commend the ya- 
lidity therof to ſuch other honofable , high, 
grave andworthy perſons , whoſe weighty at- 
fairs and employments in the adminiſtration 
of temporal and Eccleſiaſtical matrers and 
cauſes wil not permic them to ſtoop to the 
view of ſuch mcan ccntemplarions and pra- 


Eiles, that theit great patronage joyned wit! 


your lefſer, may both concur, and countenance 
the conceit and practiſe for 'the good of this 
preſent age, and al poſterity. Ir will ſcarcely 
bee worth the name of 2 book, foraſmuch as jr 
wil bee like a ſmal cottage compaſſed abour 
with large walls, having a wide gate and en- 
trance. Therefore have I direRed it as an Epiſtle 
general to yee al, and a childles mans bleſſing 
on yee al, and on your children becaus it con= 
Zerneth yee al, and your children moſt of al, 


When 


#Y 
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s A bachelors bleſſing 
When I firſt laid it together withy my pen, } þ 
was not, nor yet aim much folicitous to concile © 
to it any ſpecial patron, becauſe I knzw it was | 
neceſſary it ſhould get ſome approbatjon before i# 
it would be authentick. For I am nor, nor ever | 
was the worlds darling, neicher do I affcR its #* 
favors, if they be ſuperfluous. But I have ra- *. 
ther learned by its disfavors, frowns, injurics, *: 
oppreſſions, and perfidious friendſhips to con- |. 
remn them, and to know thatI ar a favorite | 
of the @mmpotent, who made the world, ang |: 
mee to do theſe works therin, and to bee ther- |. 
Fore il rewarded, and deſpiſed by many in the |? 
world, Afﬀcer your own trial, Iknow wel, yee 
wil of your own accord adhere more cloſely Þ 
and copſtantly to the defence and patronage }. 
therof than al my reaſons, demonſtrations, |; 
arguments, and motives can without that in- |; 
duce you. | o 
My greateſt care is to diſcharge a good con- *; 
ſcience; not to bury that ealent which my Crea- || 
tor hath NE on mee >: although I know R 
that many men ( ſych js now the pride and en- |: 
wy of this age ) hecaus former ages had ir nox, |* 
and beeaus they were nat ſo taught, or becaus | 
jt tranſcendeth their capacities, until they ſee |; 
x prove , Wil contemn and flight, and upo# 


Ip 
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the firſt view before reading and trial, wil 


ſhout the bolt of their cenſure, ir being Yirra 
crepidams, out of their element, and wil raſhly 


3 fay, Isthisal? or, is this ſo great a matter ? or, 
” Icould havedone this my ſelf - or, this wil 


? |. Come to nothing. or, what necded al this? 


2: werenot children taught before this fellow was 


” ! born? whatcan hee do more than other men ? 


-, multitudes of men have endevored to find out 


"* amore facile, and ready way of teaching to 


7 read, and of reaching the Latine,and could not 
+ findit; and doth this fellow think that hee 
7 hath foundit? Yeail am confident that I have 
found both, and in an Epiſle to our Soveraign 
Lord the King,.to whoſe gracious Majeſty I 


have humbly Dedicated that method for the 
Latme imprinted in the year. of our Lord 
God 1634. at Dublin in Ireland, T have under- 


taken to prove the fame upon any dullard 


whatſoever with hazard of his Majeſtics diſ- 
pleaſure. What greater hazard could I un- 
dergo ? | 

My expericnce of the efficacy of the Me- 
thods, both of that for the Zatine, as of this al» 
fo for reading Ewghſh { which may bee fol- 
lowed in other Languages with like ſucces 
aflurech mee, that maugre the' uttermoſt ſpite 


of 
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of cnvy and detraQion , they wil live and bee 


of valu,. and in uſe after my deceas , if not be- 
tore, to the worlds end. Tothart end therfore, 
thatT might win and gain credit, eſtimation, 
and authority to the ſeveral experiments, I 
havein the Well part of my pilgrimage before 
thz ſun of my day decline too low to execute 
it, forſaken al other employments and prefer- 
ments, and betaken my ſelf to the publike pra- 
Qiſe of both 5 wherin although ſometimes 
my labors have not been anſwered with re- 
viard, and reſpeR, but oftentimes fe] ſhort e- 
ven of thankes, love, and ordinary courteſy : 
notwirhtanding the validity, and efficacy of 
the methods, ( which I my ſelf, and ſome few 
others yet only ſee and know ( which al o- 
chers, if they wil prove and praiſe, may aſ- 
wel ſee and know) giveth mee contentmenit, 
and encouragement to profeſs , and practile, 
which els I had left, and dilcontinued long 
fince, For in the proſecution therof T have mer 
with as many diſcouragements, and diſhear- 
renings as was poſſible, and as much clamor, 
calumny, and diſgracefull reproch as could bee 
caſt againft, or heaped on a man ; as, that I 
was an Impoſtor, becaus the cffcRs following, 
as ſome ſuppoſed, were impoſſible, and if they 
WCLrec 
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' ere done, they were not done in Gods name ; 


but it was. Coiljuration, as they called it, and 


- would not hold. But whether theſe noiſes were 


Rirred by the malicious vigilancy of ſome pe- 
ſilent Vulpian agyerſary ( fer in my dayes I 
have hunted the fox ) or, whether by any pri- 
vate ſpirit moved with particulac. envy ; or, 
whether by the giddy hare-brained multitude, 
who , notwithttanding the poverty of their 
minds and ſpirits , judgements and capacities 
haye a tranſcendent opinion of their own vir- 
eyes and abilities, ſome of the tranſcendency of 
their holines adove other mens, others of the 
tranſcendency of their civil honeſty above othez 
mens, a third of the tranſcendency of their na-- 
cural wit, and general skil in al natters above 
other mens, therupon aſſuming to themſelyes 
liberty of cenſuring, judging, condemning, and 
exploding al matters, and al men not adhe- 
ring to their ſocieries, fraternities, and fations, 
and amongſt the ſame my ſclf, and my me- 
thods out of cheir prejudicate opinion that there 
could be no ſuch Art, either to inſtru children 
having perfe&t ſpeach' and pronunciation, 
though bur four years: of age within cnc 
monerh to ſpel tru Engliſh, that is, to give eve- 
ry letter howſoever tranſpoſed its own tr:: 
ound, 
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ter 
con 


time artificially, readily, and truly to give Eng- 
t:ſh for Latme, and Latine for Engliſh, through- 
out all Verbs regular, and irregular ( defettives 
only excepted ) they being ſupplied with the 
conſonant, vowel, or ſyllable, which muſt pre- 
cede ( i ) the termination of the preterperfettens 
of the [ndicative mood, until Maſter Lslies 
Rules were learned to form the ſame, I know 


failed to perform cither of thoſe tasks uponany 
one, whom I undertook , wherof many proofs 


made, and albeit 1 never promuleated, or *pro- 
clamed any ſuch skil, ( but other perſons, who 
ſaw the ſeveral effeKs did divulge them } nor 
did at any time, becaus I my ſelf knew them 
unheard of, and almoſt incredible, defend my 
ſelf and the methods, until manifeſt proof had 
confirmed them, and then I writ and printed a 
ſhort Apology: notwithſtanding few men read, 
belceved, or regarded what I writ, unles they, 


who heard, and ſaw the ſeveral experiments. 
And 


not : but this I know wel, that albeit I never + 


"10s 


have been made, and more might have been 
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bY 
ſound, and place upon the queſtion, ſyllable af- 7 |, 
ſyllable, memory being not charged, and 
f ounded with two at once, the children ha- | 
ving never ſeen a letter in a book,or to iniruQ .// 


4” 


children reading Englsſh wel within as ſhort a |: 
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| ; And ſome of them, whoſe fonns had the benefic 


therof to an indifferent high progres , albeic 
ktiowing men attributed ic wholy as the ſequel 


- moveth mite tothink) to their childrens ingenu- 
 * Ity,not to the method,or methods;with which if 


their ſonns had not met, chey mighr perchance 
have run outthree times as long a thread of time 
before they had attained fo much, or it may be 


" neyer have attained it. Some cried, delufion er 


impoſture ; me(as I ſaid before) wiſer than the 
reſt cried impoſſible unles hee conjure; ſome ſelt- 
conceiced men affronted, and derided mee to my 
face, (butT returned thern gal for their worm- 


* wood)one ſtigmatized mee not worthy to live + 


many envied, and ttaduced mee;yea, I became a 
ſcorn and detiſian to the boyes in the ſtreets, and 


| they alſo affronted mee at mineown doors, as if 


I had been ſome nototious Juggler or Mounte- 
bank. To which contenipr doubtles they were 
inſtigated out ofthe ſcorns and derifions of ſor. e 
of more years and authotity, whoſe years and 
authority moderation and chiaricy might berrer 
have becommed than envy and calumny. Yea 
more,now after maity and manifeſt proofs made 
of the validity and efficacy of that method for 

the Latine, and after the imprefſion, and publi- 
cation therof, that which before it caine ro pub= 
- lick, 
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lick and open view, was eſtcemed ſa ſtrange Þ 


and impoſſible, and which may thereby bee as 
-It 


eaſily effected by al teachers alwel as by my 


ſelf, is now by many ( for as yer few have em- 


braced and tried it ) contemned, and diſregar- | 


ded as a thing of no valu ; although tome 
xcachers have embraced, proved, and wel ap- 
proved it. If firſt to eſteem range and incre- 
dible, and then to rezeR, bee not inconſtancy 
and levity, what jisit? Al this, nor my dif- 
reſpect, ſlender reward, no reward, il reward, 
nor injuries doc either daunc or diſcourage mee z 
but my hope and confidence that: that great 
acts-maſter who gave mee the talent,and fer mee 
on work, wil pay mee my wages,overcommeth 


al fanatical feares, diſcouragements and dif- ' 


contentiments. | - 
Theſe rwo meditations, one divine, Redde 


rationens villicationis tug, the other mora), non ' 


w0bis wvati ſuumus, ortuſque noftri partem patria 
2erdicat, ſpur up » and: incite mce to make 
known theſe my experiments ; few. qther en- 
couragements have I. had as yet. If any ſhal 
ask when I firſt eſpied the validity thereof, T 
anſwer, in my very youth ; if why T have' not 
diſcovered them in the whole cours of -my life 
until now; I anſwer again, I got no lealure 

Jy 
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bk Toy reaſon of a fox chace, which ran out twenty 
s ycars of mine age. Yet I may truly fay, thar 
in the terms of my vacancy for the ſpace of 
above twenty years from timeto time I cxer- 


ciſed the ſaine privately for ſome one friend or 
other, becaus I was much delighted with the 
efhcacy therof> For above to long time fince, 
cyen as ſoon as I was grown up above a boyes 
years, in ſome {mal meaſure apprehending 
mine own miſery 46 origine, and the contin= 
gency of the miſery of mankind both in the 
general and particular, and having taken no- 
tice of the auſterity, and rigor of ſome rigid 
fierce teachers, and allo of the waywardnes, 
obtuſenes, and perverſnes of ſome dul un- 


f tractable {cholers, and ſeeing the method of in- 
-RruRion to bee for the moſt part a booka rod, 
and ſcourges for the blackiſh, and condoling 
the miſery of ſome, who even unt1 they were 

almoſt grown men, had ſpent and dunced out 


their whole life in the Schole to litle or no 


- purpoſe, I obſerved likewiſe that ſome of them 
to avoid that continual torture and ſcourge, 
under which they lived, did deſperately fly from 
[the Schole, their Parents, and Goyernors un- 
: dergoing a vagrant cours of life until they 
wer? recalled, yherupon ſome great Gymma- 
| C 


Þ, garchis: 
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frarchies have not ſpared to ſay, that they ſent | 


more to the warrs than to the Academies - that 


ſome others atter they had been to liberally. 


bred free from ſervile bondage alinoſt until 
mans age, were then by reaſon of their non- 
proficiency utterly raken of from the liberal 
Sciences, and transferred to ſome mechanick, or 
queſtuary trade, which by reaſon of the indil- 
cree:,and barbarous uſage of an heatheniſh ma- 
fer bccame fo great a bondage ro them, that 
when their parents, guardians, or governors 
had given a great ſum of ioney to their Ma- 
ters, who had taken them Apprentices,and had 
iikewiſe engaged themſelves in as great, or per- 
adventure a greater ſum for their du and tru 
tervice during their apprentice-hood,abhorring) 
tuch extream ſervility and bondage without 
reſpect to their parents, or friends engagements, 
forfeitures,and damages, or the hazard of thei 
own perſons betook theinſelyes to the warrs 
of forraign Kingdomes, and warlike fortunes; 
that a third ſort of non-proficients, through 


| the cagernes of fond indiſcreet parents not a- - 


vle to judge of the metral, ſpirits, capaciries, 
and abilities of their own children were tranſ- 
ferred, and promoted to the Academies before 
<hey were furniſhed with ingenuity, and ſuffi- 
ciency 
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ciency meet for Academicks, who being there 
ſcoffed, and ſcorned for their ignorance became 
more ſlothfull and negligent than before , and 
when they had there lazily and luskiſhly ſpent 
a few years being by reaſon of their diſability 
uncapable of any Collegial advancement, and 
by ceaſon of their parents diſabilities to main- 
tain them there any Jonger being enforced to 
ſeek a ſubliſtence became by the help of ſome 
powerful mans commendatory Letters too ear- 
ly Engliſh Preachers, when it might have be- 


" ſeemed them to haye been no niore than good 


readets ; that a fourth ſort entring as unſeaſo- 
nably, and unpreparedly into the Univerſities 
as the former having vigorous bodies, but rude 
and boiſterous ſpirits, aud minds empty of 
virtue and grace raſhly and unadviſedly fled 
from, and out-ran the Academies beraking 
themſelves to no Calling or profeſſion, but abe 
horring learning for the difficulty of attaining 
it applyed themſelves wholly to an idle, loos, 


 diffolute cours of life, and tothe praiſe of Gi- 


yers unlawful means to ſupport it. 

And as I had obſerved thoſe paſſages and 
occurrences in the Grammar ſchole and Uni- 
verſities,ſo T looked lower, and noted the pce- 
viſhnes and bitcernes of many of the firft 
| f I teachers 
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teachers to read, both men and women, ſome 
publickly exerciſing it as a trade, others pri- 
yately reaching their own child, moſt of them 


. . 'y 
uſing much ſeverity and auſterity ; yea, ſome of | 


them ſometimes much cruclty upon the duller 
fort, whom I my ſelf have ſeen ſome women 
rather torment and torture than teach, holding 
them bawling, bleating, weeping and drive- 
ting over a book , even trembling with fear, 
{tl havivg their hands over thern, either laſh- 


ing, knocking, nipping, pricking, or pinching _ 


them. When I had "conſidered what terror 


and affcightmentthis kind of handling was un- 
to them, many of them being thereby made 
more dul than nature had made them,and from 
thence abhorring the very name of a ſchole,and 
of a book; 1 obſerved likewiſe the great in- 
dilcretion of ſome parents, who arc wont them- 
ſelves, and no les ſuffer their ſeryants alſo to 
threaten their children being infants with ſend- 
z»ng them to {chole, yea, and indeed it is a com- 
mon cuſtome among many of them, to ſend li- 
tle infants to ſchole with a rod at their girdle , 
ſo in the beginning terrifying them, and deter- 
ring them from that, ro which they ought ra- 
ther to induce, and intice their tender years 
with al mildnes and encouragement. 

Laſtly, 


PA - —_ ay as 


0u Fathars of (hildren, I7 


Laſtly, asT looked into mean Cottages, fo ca- 
ſting mine ey into great Hals, I ſaw amongſt 
the Nobility and Gentry many Noble and 
hopeful yeng Plants yery inconfiderately, care- 
leſly,and injuriouſly robbed,& deprived of pre- 
rious time not to be recalled; I mean,their tender 
years of childhood and boyhood profiely ſpent 
upon qualities , and praGtiſes fitter to have been 

reſeryed until chey had been thorowly inftru- 
cted in their Native langnage, and the Zotire , 


. the want of perfeQtion in both which wil be a 


far greater maim, and blemiſh unto them than 
any forcaign Language, which perchance here- 
after may be deſpiſed,or pace, and countenance, 
on which oft-times they waſt,and indeed call a- 
way pretious time, can be grace or ornament. 
Sa by that means many of them grow up even 
to ſo many years, that they ſeeing this thing 
called learning not to bee attained withour 
much difficulty, great labor, and long expence 
of time take no delight ar al in it, but even 
loath the book and Schole, and affe® either a 
courtly life, which is indeed proper for them, or 
els noble and generous ſports utterly relin- 


quiſhing al manner of ſtudy and diſcipline;and 


for ever after abandoning al books. This ob- 
ſervation, though in a pitch aboye my reach, 
7X yer 
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yet thus far concerneth mee in my loye, and !! 
honor of the Church of God, of the glory and | 
renown of my Soveraign Lord the King, of 
my Native connrey, and learning ; without | 
which laſt Gods Charch cannot fo ſpread and * 
flouriſh, as with and through the ſame. it tay ; 
nor our glorious Soveraign bee more ncnuned | 
than by i it : for thereby may hee have learned. 
and wiſe Counſellers able with wiſedome and 


' integrity to adminiſter juſflice in the Common- | 


wealth, and to lead and guide his hoſts in war. 
This troubled my thoughts moſt, and a work 
of weight it is, how to bring it to paſs, that 
love to learnino might bee begotren, and ſettled. 
in their noble, and generous minds and fancies: 
before they accompliſh the age of fifteen or ſix- 
teen years; for if before char time they attain ' 
it not,they never attain, or love it. Thoſe other | 
qualities.pra&tiles, and languages,as Dawuncing 

and the French muſt be continually excrcifed. 
and much time mult be ſpent therin, or els they | 
forget; and if they do continu them until they |. 


grow almoſt men, yer then they learn again - 


a new garb, contemning what they learned in | 
their child-hood, and are indeed more fit to 
learn them then, becaus they have then pre- 


{cnt uſe thereof, and wil have more judgement -: 


to 
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xo learn, and retain them. How vainly then 


And fruitleſly was that time worn out and wa- 


"Ned in their childhood and boyhood, whilft 


they are perchance deficient in their own, and 
the ZLatzze language,much more excellent and 
commodious ? And how much, and how great 


 Gammage the Church of God, the Common- 


weal of the Kingdome, and the Muſes doe ſu- 
ſtain, if the ſonns ofthe Nobles, and Gentry bee 


. Hot lovers of learning and ſciexce, but literate, 


-Cannot be valued or imagined. One learned 
Nobleman is of more dignity and power, and 
more able to advance the fame; and glory of the 


. Church, the Common-wealth, and Muſes than 
| multicudes of the ſonns of Vulgar and ordina- 


ry perſons. Theſe. obſervations concurring with 


| the il opinjon which I had conceived of ſome 


rolix and abſtruſe comments upon Logick 


' and Philoſophy at my firſt entrance into the lu- 


dy therof in Oxford ( whither I was trausfer- 
red from the Grammar (chole, as many others 
+then were, and fli] arc, both thither, and to 0- 
ther Academies too early before young years 


"could, or can havejudgements meet for {o per- 


plexed a ſtudy and ſcience) ftirred up,and ſhar- 


_ pened my thoughts and meditations to the diſ- 
* quiſition of ſome more eaſy, familiar, delight- 
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yet thus far concerneth mee in my loye, and '! 
honor of the Church of God, of the glory and 7 
renown of my Soveraig» Lord the King, of So 
my Native conmrey, and learning ; without ' ; 
which laſt Gods Church cannot fo ſpread and 
flouriſh, as with and through the ſame.ic may ; + 
nor our glorious Soveraign bee more renowned | 
than by it : for thereby may hee have learned 
and wiſc Counſlellers able with wiſedome and 
' integrity to adminiſter juſlice in the Common= | 
wealth, and to lead and guide his hoſts in war. 
This troubled my thoughts moſt, and a work -, 
of weight it is, how to bring it to paſs, that 
love tolearnino might bee begotren, and ſettled | 
in their noble, and generous minds and fancies 
before they accompliſh the age of fifteen or fix- | 
teen years; for if before that time they attain' 
it not,they never attain, or love it. Thoſe other 
qualities.practiles, and Ianguages,as Daxncing, |. 
and the Frexch muſt be continually exerciſed, |; 
and muchtime mult be ſpent therin, or els they | 
forget; and if they do continu them until they |. 
grow almoſt men, yer then they learn again ' 
a new garb, contemning what they learned in | 
their child-hood, and are indeed more fit to 
learn them then, becaus they have then pre- 
{ent uſe thereof, and wil have more judgement 
to 
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d retain them, How vainly then 
and fruitleſly was that time worn out and wa- 


Ned in their childhood and boyhood, whilfl 
they are perchance deficient in their own, and 
the Latize language,much more excellent and 
commodious ? And how much, and how great 
gammage the Church of God, the Commen- 
weal of the Kingdome, and the uſes doe ſu- 
ſtain, if the ſonns ofthe Noble, and Gentry bee 
not lovers of learning and ſciexce, but literate, 


-Cannot be valued or imagined. One learned 
Nobleman is of more dignity and power, and 
more able to advance the fame, and glory of the 


Church, the Common-wealth, and Muſes than 
multitudes of the ſonns of Vulgar and ordina- 
ry perſons. Theſe. obſervations concurring with 
the i] opinion which I had conceived of ſome 
prolix and abſtruſe comments upon Logich 


: and Philoſophy at my firſt entrance into the flu- 


dy therof in Oxford ( whicher I was trausfer- 
red from the Grammar ſ{chole, as many others 


«then were, and ti] are, both thither, and to 0- 


ther Academies too carly before young years 


_ could, or can havejudgements meet for ſo per- 


plexed a ſtudy and ſcience) ftirred up,and ſhar- 
pened my thoughts and meditations to the diſ- 
' Quiſition of ſome more eaſy, familiar, delight- 
C 4 ful, 
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merly been received and practiſed, 


Manifeft it is and needeth no argument to. 


proveit by reaſon, that al Science after the firk! 
invention therof is, and muſt bee acquired- ei- 


; 
ful, and pleaſing way of teaching the Lating 


ſpeach, alſo to read the Engliih, than had for-ll 
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ther by precept or imitation, and by none other. 
wayes or means, and that Infants attain theit ' 


native language by litle and litle from the 
nurs, and ſuch others, whether parents, ſer- 


vants, or bigger children dallying with then! | 
meerely by imitation without any manner of * 


Precept ; of which they being not capable, but 
the organ of the ear affeRing their comon ſence 
with delight,-and the common ſence finding! 
the readines, and volubility of that inſtru- 
ment the tongue to bee wagging firſt warblc 


therewith one ſyllable, then another, art laſt all}; 
fo thatin the end they are able to pronounce a-| * 
ny word whatſoever. Which I confidering,and;* 
withal, that in their native language they pro-! | 


nounced words, ſyllables, letters, of which the! 


ſame ſpeach printed conſiſted, began therupon 
to look about mee, and to examine wherin- the 


difficulty of reading the fame reſted, ſo many 


after much toil, auſterity, bitternes, and torture | 


end, 


beſtowed, and exerciſed on them failing in the? 


e firſt 
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Latin end, and likewiſe to examine why, and whe= 
1 for-{# ther children and others might not bee raughr 

7 the faculty of reading by the ear, and imicati- 
nt to} on, aſwel asthe faculty, and facility of ſpeaking 


by the ear, and imitation, when as the difficul- 

ty of reading confifteth in the pronunciation of 
| the letters truly, and diſtinly in their various 
' and manifold tranſpoſition. 

In this ſcarch I ſaw there were to bee conſi- 
dered the perſons teaching, and their manner 
of teaching. The perſons teaching were, and 

: flilare for the moſt part women, or ſome poor 
men, who apply themſelves thereto, as to their 
laſt refuge for ſuſtentation of a necdy life, as 0- 
thers do to Saint Peters, or Saint Georges fipn 
an alchous, thatthey may live lazily. Such kind 
of teachers { Idare fay for them, could they ſu- 


t all,}; ſtain themſelves by any other means, would not 


ce a-| 
,and 
pro-; 
2 the! 
1pon 
- the 
1ny 


* undergo ſo great toil as their manner of labor, 
and praQile therin is for ſo ſlender a reward as 
their wages, it beeing but two pence, or ar rhe 

' moſt but three pence weekly, which is yer more 
than ſome of themcan deſerve. For many of 
them ( I wrong thein not ) know not a vowel 
from a conſonant, nor a diphthong from a 


rrure;, vowel, nor the number of. either, nor the tru 
_ the} pronunciation of either, much les the reaſon of 


end, 


their 
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their names, or the neceſſity of a yowel in every 


XS. - 
£x 
” 7 
3 ” 
$4 


How then can ſuch ceachers inſtruR render.,and 


weak capacities effeually, and to the life of +, 


readivg? Notwithſtanding lo lite reckoning 
is there made of teaching children 4 primord:s 


to read (which indeed is the only time to work 


upon their fancies ) that moſt people (ſome few 
excepted, who have private domeſtick teachers) 


applaud thoſe teachers, partly becaus they falſly - 


imagine that the point of learning confifterh 
only in their childrens wit, time, the book, and 
following them ( as they cal it ); partly becaus 
the teachers wages is. ſlender , and droppeth 


from them eaſily by degrees, and inſenfibly,un- | 
cil pretious time bee ſpun out irrevocably, and' 


after many years, and great growth many 'dul 
children more indocile, and untraftable than 
they were at firſt beginning by how much they 
are diſheartened, and their voices, and pronun- 


Ciations. more dulled, and blunted than they - 


-» were by nature. As touching the manner of 
,» teaching theſe teachers know none other way 
»» than forcing the memories of children to re- 

2» taltt 


ſyllable, as may appear to bee tru, for that ma- 
ny times they mittake the ſound of the firtt let- 4 
ter 4, and pronounce it as e, and fo teach ir, in *, 


like ſort corrupting the ſound of other letters. | 


»( 


* 
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ery "tain ſo many lines, and words as they ſhal 
ma- 4,» before run over co them , the tru diviſion 
let- >, wherof perchance in polyſyllables they them- 
, in ©,» ſelves miſtake, never meeting with ſome of 
ers. + the letters at al in the books of entrance, much 
and .,, les withthe ſ{eyeral tranſpoſition of the ſeyes 
e of  +,zral conſonants before and after the yowels. 
1ing >» How then can children weak of capacity, and 
rd1s ,, memory, and ſlow, and imperfe& of ſpeach 
;ork 9 attain the tru ſound, and pronunciation ofthe 
few  -,, conſonants, which are ſo variouſly tranſpoſed 
ers) 6 in ſeveral places? and how ſhall they bee en- 
{ly - 9» abled to change the tones of their voices to 
tech 2 every conſonant readily,and to read roundly ? 
and : Yet many ignorant buſy-bodies, men, who 
caus have neither wit, nor wil to a the part of a 
peth reacher, wil bee cenſuring, and wil make con- 
,un- :clufions that they would do this, or that if they 
and were teachers, when as, if rhey were, they 
"dul would want al that teachers ſhould have, that 
than | (is, art, method, and diſcretion. For a teacher 
they :ought not only to know what hee gocth abour, 
1n- \ but hee ought alſo to keep method,and order in 
they -\teaching, and to bring what hee teacheth to 
r of ,the capacity ofthe learner with as much facili- 
way Ty as may bee, and chiefly hee ought to bee en- 
 re- , dued with diſcretion ( wherewith few buſy 
tain cenſurers 
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cenſurers are endued) to handle ehildren,and te; 
deal with them according to their conſtitutions 
of body, and diſpoſitions of mind, and capaci-/ 
ties of wit, and ſpirit, which skil may bee lear- 
ned of good Carers, and good Carters. A good} 
Carter confidereth, and obſeryeth the metal. 
and freenes of his beaſt, and laſheth only tht | 
ſluggiſh. Butler every teacher take heed of fol. | 
lowing the example of the Carrey too far, leaf: | 
hee do-more hurt than good. A good Caryn f 
Iayeth not equal burdens on every beaſt, but lel: 
ſer, or greater, heavier; or lighter according t: 
the ſtature, and trength of his beaſt ; him { 
teacher cannot imitate too far. Y 
But left I ſpend reaſons upon buſy bodies no! z 
endued with reaſon , and ſeem to inveigh a- 
gainſt cenſurers, and pedancies ( which is not g, 
the ſcope of the work in hand ) and fo provoky 
them to bee periſh, and peeviſhs becaus I know 
thatthey do as much as was wont to bee done, 
orever could bee done in any age before them, 4 
and as much as is required, or expected at their; 
hands, that is, teach children, or others to read, 
It they can, I wil rather reconcile them to mee 
by ſhewing, and direRing them ( if my rules, gy 
and diretions may penetrate their capacities )pf 
hoy: they as wel as literate parents may _ N! 
alz 


q 
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and ttyl eyen the molt dul ſpirited children, or other 
utlonYÞerſons to read cafily without vexation, or toil 
2pact9n eicher fide , yea, even delightfully both to 
lear” themſelves, and the learners ; ſome wherofhap- 
goot'pily they may meer with, wham, unles by this 
1ettal. gnerhod, they, nor any man whoſoever, ſhal ever 
ly the teach to read effeQually by any deviſe before 
f fol- this extant wharſoever. | 
leak * Toteach acute ones is no great maitery , but 
4ar)e for their ſakes I write not. Iris familiar, and 
ut Iel- gImoſt innate (as I may fay ) in ſuch aſwel to 
ng tt gead as to ſpeak : yet a great maſtery ir is 
1m br them to ſpel truly » and conſeqently ©o 
write truly. This method is of ſuch force, 
es No! if it bee thoroughly purſued, that by it both 
oh a- yong, and old afwel the dul as the witty, if 
s NO! gompetently endued with ſpeach, and the ſenſes 
»vokegf fight, and hearing, may with litle expence 
cnoWgf time bee taught to ſpel truly according to 
done, ghe ſound ofthe letter,and conſequently to read. 
hem, But to ſpel Exgliſh according to the etymole- 
: theitpy and (ignifications of words derived from the 
read, ative, and ſome other languages goeth beyond 
» me the ſound of theletter, and is a _ of Granm- 
rules, paar. So far as it confiſteth only in the ſound 
ties )Þf the letter, I dare undertake to perform it up« 
teachþn ſuch competent ſabje& afore-mentioned 
al! : within 
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within one moneth or two at the moſt with 
hazard of my head. And then why ſhould 
not al literate, and ſenſible men by the fame 
way perform the ſame work ? If any man bee 
pleaſed to make trial of the direCtions, as they 
follow, hee wil ſoon perceive the efficacy of the 


method, which 1f within three moneths, or | 


ewo, or one ſometimes wil lead a child, or 
other learner to ſpel truly, and readily, and it 


then the knowledge of the letters wail after- | 
wards bee attained in one week ( as it eafily | 
may bee ) doth it not then neceflarily follow | 
that that child, or other learner muſt ſpeedily | 


read, when as hee is readily prepared upon the 
firſt view of every monoſyllable to give each 
and eyery letter its tru ſound, and of polyſylla- 
bles alſo with the help of the teacher in diviſion 
at firſt? wil any man endued with common 


ſence deny, or contradi& it? Ler the teacher |: 
toil himfelf, and the learner with any book |! 
whatſoever, hee ſhal never work the like effe& | 


on al fubjeRs, nor on the acureſt within the 
ſame tire. 
Some men (I fear) wil behold this litle ſhop, 


and few tools, as alſo that other for the Latzne, | 
as the ruder, and more jenorant fort of people | 
coming into attificers ſhops ful of curious |. 
tools; |! 
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tools, and inſtruments meer for their own arts, 


| or by them framed for other mens arts, as Geo- 


|  metry,and Aſtrouomy,or into Silver,and Copper= 
G | ſmiths, (lock-makers , Watch-makers, Joyners, 
" | Carversſhops, and the like, or as upon view of 
: ! an exquiſite Chirargions filver inftruments be-= 
. A hold, and gaze upon the ſame crying out, what 

| is this, or that infirument good for ? ſo upon 
, 1 the firft view hereof they wil ſuddenly, and 
"2 ſcoffingly cry out, What ſhal al this do to chil- 
7 dren, or yong learners? Here is an anſwer 
i 1 ready for them. Ler no man herin expeRt any 
iy | Precepts for achitd, or other learner ; for the 
ul | dire&ions are intended only for the teacher ; 
h ; becaus it refteth altogether on him, whethec 
* F, dullards profit, or not. By this merhod al are 
- A to bee taught by their ear, and from the teach- 

1 ers mouth, and pronunciation before a book 
- | bee ſhewed them, and when a book is ſhewed 
them, the reachers hand, tongue, and ey muſt 
e |: aſſiſt the learner in diviſtun, as herafter more 
ve at large, 

| 
) 
”w Obſer- 
ple 
OUS 
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O#ſervations for Teachers. 


He firſt obſervation to bee made of thoſe, 


who wil teach children, or others to know. 


the tru, and diſtin& ſound of the letters, and to 
ſpel, and read, is the harmony, conſent, and 
order of the voice , which conlifterh of five 
parts, or members ; and thoſe are the throat, 
rongue, palat, teeth, and lips. 

The ſecond, that the yoice may not unfitly 
bee compared to inſtruments of mufick, which 
doubtles had their inycntion from the voice. 
For as the concavity, and hollownes of inſtru- 
ments whether moyed with the hand, or wind 
yeeldeth a found ; fo doth that hollow, and 


empty part of the body above the midrif give i 


a ſound, and voice, And as by laying on a 
finger on the ſeveral, and divers ftops of inftru- 
ments their notes are changed, ſometimes raiſed 
higher, ſometimes deprefſed lower : even in like 
manner is the yoice, or ſound proceeding out 
of the throat changed from letter to letter by 
the cloſing, ſhutting, or opening, or touching 


the rogue with, and upon theother inſtruments | 
of the yoice, that is to ſay, the teeth, lips, and! 


palat of the mouth wich the rhroat the chiceFparr, : 5 
| : The'q © 


or member. 
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The third, that of the four and twenty let- 
ters the five vowels only a, e, 5, 0, # are pro= 
nounced with open mouth out of the throat 
with ſome ſmal difference in the motion of the 
' other in{truments therewith ; and therefore no 
ſound, no ſyllable, no voice without one of 
them.except whooping,crying,bleating;or ſome 
antick voice. 

The fourth that the other ninctcen letters, 6, 
c,d,f,g,h, k,l, myn,p,qr,s.t.w, x,y, 2 can- 
not bee pronounced without one of the vowels 
joyned, and therefore called conſonants, becaus 
they ſound together with the vowels. 

The fifth, that 2 and # before themſelves, or 
any other yowel in the ſame ſyllable, or ſound 
® become conſonants. 


TTY 


4 the ſame ſyllable are pronounced with open 
mouth, become vowels, and make diphthongs, 
E of which more ſhal bee ſaid herafter. 

The feyenth and molt neceſſary is, how the 
! conſonants are ſeyerally touched, and cloſed to- 


q 
: 
| octher with the vowels by the ſeveral inſtru- 


f The fixth, that w, and y after 4,e, or o in 
, 


| ments of the voice; touching which if every 


{4 ſeveral conſonant ſhould bee particularized, as 
:; they might bee, multiplicity of rules, and di- 
. retions would rather puſſiſe , and confonnd 


 T2I"5 Aga 
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ſome capacities than lead, and inform them, 
Let them therfore obſerve, and inform them- 
{clves thar theſe ſeven conſonants 6, f, m, p,q, |! 
, y,asalſo v, whenit becometh a conſonant |: 
ſtanding before a vowel in the ſame ſyllable | 
cannot bee pronounced and ſounded without | 
the motion of the lips more or les , either by 
opening them becing cloſed, or by cloſing 
them being firſt opened. And that al the 
reſt of the conſonants are for the molt part | 
prononnced with the tip of the tongue thruſt Þ 
againſt the teeth with ſome other litle varicty þ 
of cloſing the ſides of the tongue with the up- | 
per teeth, except +, and k which cans each} 
ſide of the tongue to cloſe with the upper jaws, |! 
or tecth on cach ſide of the month. 
Since theſe obſcrvations ſeem probably cfte- ?: 
Aual tolead the capacity of every man, who |? 
wil teach, tothe tru conceit of the work in | 
hand, I hopeno man wil bee fo raſh, and fan- | 
taltical as to cenſure, and conclude them to bee | 
ſuperfluous,and frivolous before hee have ated |! th 
apartinthe play, If any man wil bee doing, |; ** 
hee knoweth, or might know, how Salomon || 
calleth him, who wil bee medling. {bu 


Rules 
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; 
2 { Rules in Teaching. 
, 
* : V Hen any man wil teach infants, or 
by | any perſon of more years, let him by 
| 1! al means make it a ſport, or play in the hand- 
y 1 ling, let him not do it eagerly, nor with much 
- 4 carneſtnes, lelt therby it ſeem tedious, weari= 
+ |] ſomc,and irkſome ; for the opinion of difficul- 
& [1 fy doth much cxeruciate ; the nature of man 
y || abhorrcth rediouſncs. If hee deal with infants, 
& | and ſal children, let him firt win their affe- 


þ || Rionsro himſelf by plcafing thcir fancics, oc 
- | palats with toyes, or trifles, as hee ſha] per- 
' | ceive them ſeverally affected. 


7 Lethisnext work bee to teach them to pro- 


oi ; nounce the four, and twenty letters with a 
n || fulrone, and if hee bee pleaſed, to reckon up 
+. [| their number, | 

c || Whenthcy can pronounce them, hee may 
of ! then likewiſe, ifhee wil, let them know ( bur 


| it muſt bee done by often inculcation, and jt 
5» | nay bee done afterwards at leaſarc by degrees, 
| asthey grow more capable ) that five of the 
3 four and twenty letters are called yoyels, 
7.; | without one of which no ſyllable can bee ſpe]- 
** 11cd, no word pronounced, or yoicc ſignificant | 
| D 2 "tered 
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utccred, and that the reſidu are called conſo- |: 
n2nts, becaus they make\yllables, and words þ; 
beeing joyncd withthe vowels, but not with- |: 
out them. : 
Inal the following cours and progres of 

tcaching to ipe], and read, there wil bee litle }1 
or no necd to force, or charge memory. For |? 
tra pronunciation, and diltin&ion of the con- |? 
{onants beforcand after the vowels by the or- |? 
dcrly gradation following wil bce catched,and }z 
attained beyond cxpcAation at the fartheſt |! 
within a quartzr of a year, if only half an hour 
of cach day bee beſtowed, I my ſelf have al- 
waics performed it upon al, either tender |; | 
infants , or elder dullards wearied, ard|! | 
dunced out , ' and defpaired of: for ever at- |] 1 
taining to rcad, , even within one moneth [7 þ 
wich no more expence of time in cach day |i | 
than bajf an hour, which eff. & together with}; x 
that othier of teaching children to vary the | / 

£ 

f 

{ 


Pn Wn II; 


verb within one moneth brought upon mee 
that weakly grounded impuration of an impo- || 
ſtar, or a conjurer. 4 

After a fu]; and perf:& pronunciation of the |! x 
Ictters 1s,obt21ncd, the teacher may endevor to | 
draw, and lead themto the ſpelling of a ſingle | 
conſonant with a vowel thoroughout the al- |: 


—_— 
Paco. Seed 


ey 


phaber, |: 


| 


1 
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phabet, wherin if hee find the pronnnciation of 
4 thedoub]- conſonants x and =, or w and y, 
h- I or any other to come hard!y, and that hee can- 
{ not work their mourhs thereroghee may ſpare 
of |} them to the laſt, and ar I:ngth they wil cafily 
tle |} come. 

'or |} Lethimproceed in] by queſtion ; as thus, 
N- [7 how, or with what letters fpel you 44? to an- 
Ir- |} {were to which at firſt hee mult draw them to 
nd }{ the imitation of himſelf in moving, warbling, 
lt 3 and working his own lips, and (o for other 
2Ur |} letters with the other inſtruments of his own 
al-}{ voice as ſharply as he can touch them, bur 
Icr |; with ſacha kind of whiſpering that hee hide 
nd |! thevowel, whereby they may cbſerve the tru 
at- |! twang of the conſonant. Bur if hee cannor 
erh |] bring them to it that way, Ilec him name, and 
Jay |! pronounce fully to them one contonant and one 
1th} yowel, fiſt aſunder, then together, as thus, 
the |! b,,, ba;andif hee can once induce them to 
nee |! ove that one, the other four vowels wil cafily 
PO- || follow upon the queſtion ; ſo natural, and ca- 


ſy is the pronunciation of the vowels, And 
the |! the teacher wil find that they wil bze more apt 
fo || to pronounce the conſonant before the vowel 
gle|/ inthe fame {yllable, which I cal prepoſicive,and 
al- | therefore make it the firſt gradation, as 64 ra- 


Der, || -- ther 


| 


1 
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ther than ab, which I cal ſubjun&iveand make 
the ſecond gradation. And of al the confo- 
nants learners wil bee moſt apt to pronounce 
6,4,p,t with the vowels. 

When hee hath led them to give a conſo- 
nant prepoſitive thoroughout the alphabet, 
wherin hce muſt omit none of the conſonants, 
except thoſe reſerved afore to the laſt, becaus of 
their difficulty in pronunciation, and the litle 
uſe of x and 2 inthe prepoſitive order in the 
Engliſh, his next work muſt bee to lead them 
to the pronunciation of the conſonant ſubjun- 
ive to the vowel by the like manner of que- 


| ſjon, and working the inſtruments of his own Þ 


voice for their imitation, as neer as hee can; 
and that is the ſecond gradation. 


' Both in the firſt gradation,and in the ſecond 
alſo the conſonant beeing ſubjunctive it wil |! 
ſoon appcar to him that proveth, that, if hce |. 


have once drawen them to one conſonant and 
one vowel, the other four vowels wil follow 
that conſonant, and al other conſonants upon 
his queſtion as nimbly as on cither ſide breath 


can produce, and utter ſpeach, imaginarily as | 
ſwiftly as a whole flock of ſheep. would fol- | 
low the bel-weather thorough a gap into a | 
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 Thenext andthird gradation muſt bce the 
| vowelin the midſt berween two conſonants 
| thoroughout the alphabet ; as bab, bac, bad,baf, 

fs Lag, bak, bal, bam, ban, bap, bar, bas, bat, bax, 
- |} #az, and fo thoroughout al, changing turns. 
» Þ} Forinthe queſtion every conſonant muſt bee 
, | made both prepoſitive, and ſabjunRive to cach 

7 other, and in changing turns none mult bee 0- 
© |} mitted, neither vowel, nor conſonant, except 
C |! x and & forthe reafons aforeſaid : wherin no 
n |! man can doubt, or think it difficult to pas 
- |; thoroughal, if hee purſa the conſonants one 
! after another by their order of place; for by 
{ that time hee cometh to the lafi, every ons wil 
: have had his place, and turn, both prepolitive, 
| and \ubjunRtive. 
1 Inthis gradation, as alſo in the two former 
7 theteacher muſt obſerve that the vowels 5s and 
1 # inthe prepoſitive order arc uſed ag conſo- 
! nants, and that w and y are neyer fct before 
| » In theprepoſitive order, nor y at any time 
| before 5. 
| Andthat » and y inthe ſubjunQive order 
'] after 4,ec, and o change their ſound, become 

vowels, and make diphthongs. | 

And thart after * neither » nor 7 can ſtand 
in the ſame ſyllable, nor after v, except v 
-.. _— become 
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become a conſonant and y a vowel, 

And that q is never uſed or pronounced at 
al in any word or ſyllable without v after it as 
a conſonant. | 

And that c and g in their prepofitive or- 
der differ in their ſound with e and s from 
their ſound with «, 0, and # : for with theſe 
they arc alwaics pronounced ſharp and ſhort ; 
as cap, cape, cage, can, car, care, cole, come Cope, 
err, cure ; With the other two 5 and ec 1s 
alwaies ſounded long, as in theſe words, #z- 


ceſt, incire, except, reconcile , and g ſometimes | 
long ; as in generation, Virgin z and ſometimes | 


ſhort,as in give, get, begin, 


The tcacher.therfore ſhal do wel to omit 
the ſounding anfl propoling of e and 5 with c | 


and g,until the learner come tothe ule of the 
book, and his judgement, and: memory bee 
growen a litle riper, and ſtronger. 

In this third gradation, and the fourth, and 
fifth following, the teacher may take occaſion 
to obſcrve which of the conſonants make moſt 
varicty of ſpeach by their ſeveral, and mani- 


fold tranſpoſition, and change of place, which - 


are indeed /, mz, n,r, called liquids, and for 
their various changes, mutables. To theſe s is 
not much inferior, for- 5 may have four ſeve- 
ral 
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ral places in tranſpoſition with a] the ſame li- 
quds, and mutables,cxcept r, and with 7 bue 
three : but with other three conſonants,namely 
k.,p.t, five places, and <xccedeth the murables, 
as for example, bla, alb, bal, lab ; bra, arb, bay, 
7ab,two changes wherof with the vowel in- 
cluded are couchcd in the third gradation, the 


| other two make the fourth, and fifth gradari. 


ons one prepoſitive, the other ſubjunRiye. 
Now £ hath four places with the liquids ; as 
for cxample, ſta, als, las, ſal; ſma, ams, ſam, 
91s ; ſna, ans, ſan, nas; ars, ſar, ras ; bucnot 
ſra ; and five places with k,p,z; as for cxam- 
ple, aks, aik,,sha,ſak, kas; aps, aſp, ſpa. ſap, 
pas , aſt, ats, ſta, ſat, tas , two changes wherof 
are couched in the third gradation, on: in the 
ſixth following prepoſitive, and the other two 
in the ſeventh following ſubjunRive. Here 
alſo it may bee obſerved that 5 beeing joyned 
with p and z in one ſyllable, and varied with 
o do make more fignificant words than any 
four letters in the alphabet : for they wake fix ; 
as ſtop, ſpot, ſopt, poſt, pots, tops ; and four more 


 infignificant might bee made; as, opts, oſpt, prov, 


toſp. | 
That the teacher may apply al tranſpoſitions 
of the conſonants to the learners capacity, and 
may 


1,4 
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may maks him expert, and ready in giving,and | 


prohouncing al at firft puſh upon the queſtion, 
hes muſt obſerve that in the Ergiih ipeach 
there are thirteen diphthongs, and that the 
ſixth, and ſeventh gradations afore-mentioned 


arile out of the tranſpoſition of ſome other 


conſonants beſides 4, m2, #,7, as partly of £ with 


k , p,t, and of divers others, ſome by two to- þ 


gether without a liquid, ſome by three toge- 


her withour a liquid but very few, ſome by Þ 


our together witbout a liquid bnt fewer, and | 


of litle uſe, many with a liquid or mutablc ad- 


” Er Nos 


joyned beth by tirce and four; as firſt in the | 


prepoſitive order br, gu, qu, ſqu, and in other Þ| 


Jayguages /#, z#, but not in the Engliſh ; 4», 
ſw,rw, thw ; ch, fp, th, wh, ſometimes gh, ph, 
ſph, ps , chr, ſhr, thr, lometimes phy ſc, s ,ſp, 


ft, [cl, ſpl, ſer, ſpr, ſtr . and ſecondly in the tub- | 


junAive order, be, &, fr, pr, ft, xt ; 1A, utt, ra, 
pt, ft, uſt, r/t, dft,ngſt, rnt ; andin vers ſome- 


times figuratively a yowel becing taken awa 


inthe midl(t /pe, rpt, ſhd, ſor, as helpe for helped ; | 


caypt for carped, pnſh't for puſhed; rid, rms, rus, 
rs, (and in ſome other Janguages /,, »5k,,75k ) 


ks, ps,ts, ths, nks, rks, tps, mps. rps, Its, nts, vts , | 
ck,ag:;c<, ſh, th, tch, lch, wch, rch, Ith,mhbrth, | 
ath, fth, pth, ifth, »pth, ret h : eh,ght, ghth ;Þh, 
wph, | 


He Gor 
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{ mph, xt2 ; ne,Iue,rue, gue ſometimes /gueugur, 


rgue ; rarely lque, nque, rque, ſometimes que : 
but many of theſe are ſeldome ulcd in the 
Enghſh, 

Whoſoeycr wil teach, ſhal of neceſſity take 
notice that, as the 774nſpoſition of the /iquids 


| maketh the infinite variety of /anguage, fo the 


| 
: 
1 
£ 
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two laſt gradations, that 1s, the fixtlt;, and the 
ſcycath, which both are ſometimes added to- 
gether by four, five, fix, or ſeven, yea ſome- 
times cight lerters into one ſyllable, the pre- 
poſitive, and ſubjunQive orders cloſing a vow- 
el, or adiphthong in the midfi, and ve with 
thoſe other conſonants adjoyncd, » becoming 
a conſonant, and the thirteen diphthongs, that 
15,two vowels pronounced together in one 
andthe fame ſyllable, namely az, «#, oz, with 3, 


1 and ſometimes ay, ey, oy, with 7 in licad of 5; 


7 and 4», en,0u, with #, and aw, e9,09 with w, 


ett. 


! whoſe only difference is in the lengthof ſound, 
7 and ee, o0,ea, oa wake the difficulty of pro- 
| nunciation, ſpelling, and reading- 


Unles ſome of the gradations aforementioned 
bee coupled rogether, or e bee added to the 


« third gradation to lengthen the alt conſonant 
| noſyllable of four lctters can bee made, much 
| les of five, tix, ſeven, or cight. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſc few ſyllables, that conſMſt of eight let- | 


ters have three confonants before, and four be- 
hind the vowel, as ſfrengrh, or els three before 
and three bchind, and a diphthong in thc 
midſt, as ſtratoht,or cls two beÞore and four be- 
hind, and a diphthong in the midit, as 
thoughts . and thoſe of ſix and ſeven letters are 
much alike. 

To make the lezrner quick and expert in 


; 
i 
[4 
7 
x 


Pronunciation, and anſwering, the gradations Þ 


muſt bee proſecuted, and inculcated according 
to the order in the gradations following, that 
the learner may bee Iced from two Ictters to 


three, from three to four, from four to five, F 
from five to fix, from fix to ſeven, from ſeven to F 
eight, beyond which there isno number in one þ 
ſyllable. In proſecution of which gradations | 


the teacher may, if hee wil, go thorough the 
alphabet with al the conſonants, which wil 
ſtand prepoſitive, or ſubjun&tive by adding one 


cohiſonant b:fore or behind each of the grada- | 
dations ; as brab,crab,drab ; boltcolt,dolt or the | 


like ; or by cloſing the prepoſitive and ſubjun- 
&ive order together, as thus ; ba, and, bland, 
61s, ind, blind, bri, ing,bring, or the like in ſuch 
of che gradations as yyil bee cloſed together to 
make one ſyllable. 

There 


i 
i 
f 
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There is not one change to bee fonnd tho- 
row the wholcalphaber, but 1s here met with; 
yet ſomewhat more muſt bee ſaid herafter 
touching producing, and ſounding the confo- 
nants long with e after them, and ſhzrp, and 
ſhort withour e after them, and of v as it be= 
cometh a conſonant after a vowel with e fol- 


| Jowing ir, and ſomewhat of 5s, when it is ad- 
| dedin the end of a word. 


Ir wil bee an eaſy matter to proſecute the 
five firſt gradations with al changes both of 
vowel, and conſcnint thorowout the alphabet, 


| thongh al bee not ſet down; and in them the 
| teacher ſhal not need to hunt, or labor long ; 
| hee wil ſoon ſee his deſire, and an iflu of his 


| ſmal pains in leading a child, or other learner 


| to give five Ictters in a ſyllable : the greatelt 


EEEERy 


| toll wil bee, and moſt time muſt bee ſpent upon 


the two laſt gradations, 2nd the diphthongs, 
for therin is the knot. And ifa fingle conſo- 


' nant, or more bee added cither before the yvow- 


e] in the ſubjunQive gracations, or behind the 
vowel in the prepolitive gradations, as they 
ſhal bee put in queſtion with the twofold, 
threctold, and fourfold conſonants a'ter they 
are fixed ſingly, as caſily ray bee, it wil avail 
much, and likewiſe if the tame order bec _ 
ued 
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ſucd from conſonant to conſonant before the | 


vowel, it wil teach the ſcholer to rime wel, 
and perchance afterwards make him a good 
Poct, or at leaſt beget in him a delight to read 
poetry, wherof hee may chuſe that, which ſhal 
inſtru& him aſwe] in divine, as moral virtues, 
if hec wil. 

When the teacher cometh to the diphthones, 


hee can propoſe only nine of them, and to thoſe | 


ninc only can anſwere bee returned without 
words or ſyllables fignificant or not ſigntfi- 
cant : for only theſe nine a, ez, 6; cither with 
3, or y,and ar, ew, oz, With #, and aw, ew, ow 
with w can bee propoſed, and returned , the 


other four ec, 00, ea, 94 cannot bee propoſed, or 
returned Without words {ſuch like as theſe, | 


breed, brood, bread, broad; beet, boot, beat,boat ; 
meet, moot, meat, moat, teeth, tooth, feet, foot. 
The incloſure of the vowel, or diphthong in 
the mid(t betwixt three and three conſonants, 
and betwixt three and four, which ts done by 
cloſure of the fixth, and ſeventh gradations 
aſter their (mgle orders prepoſitive, and ſub- 
junEtive are wel infixed, wil bee as eaſy as the 
cloſure of the vowel between two liquids,and 
two other conſonants. When the learner 
Ricketh in his anſwere to ſyllables encloſing a 
> wwe, 


Un) 
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- yowel, or diphtbong between divers conſo- 
; nants,the reacher may help his capacity by 
dividing the ſyllable, and asking firlt the pre» 
| poſitive part, and then the ſubjundlive part, 
| and ax laſt the cloſure of both. Bur by al 
| means he: multbewaro of prompting, or ſag- 
' gcſting : for that wil diltract the lexrners ca- 
| pacity, take him of from the members of his 
| voice, which are his track, and path, and wil 
bring him to a gaze, even as the Hunters hollo 
upon the view of the Hare oftentimes taketh 
of a pack of dogs from good hunting, cauſeth 
them either utterly to loos the ſent, or not to 
| recover 1t until it grow a cold (cnt. Lee 
: the teacher rather caus the learner to hunt 
counter, (as ſometimes hounds do, but they go 
: wrong ) that is, to go backward from the laſt, 
and longeſt degree to the firit, and ſhorteſt oi 
one voycl, and one conſonant, and fo fetch 
him in again: 

Since I my ſclf have ſeldome failed ro pzr- 
fe& the marter of ſpelling, and making rhe 
learner fit for the book within one month, if 
his pronunciation were good when hee came 
| firſt co mee, which otherwiſe wil require more 
' time, I know no rcaſon why every teacher, 

and every literate man holding the ſame cours 
, with 
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with his own child, or other learner ſhould 


not as caſily, and ſpecdily finiſh the fame 
work. For I have not concealed or hid any 
thing, as the following tra& together with 
what is alrcady ſaid, wil ſhew. And 1 hope, fo 


much is already ſaid, as wil vindicate the ne- 


ceffiry, and efficacy of the method in teaching 
to ſpe], read, and write truly from al ſcots, and 
cavillations, and wil ſtop the mouths of a] 
ſ{coffers, and cavillers. 

Howſoever cyough 15 already ſaid to inge- 


nuous men ; yet that it may bee brought to the 


meaneſt capacitics, becaus 1 defire it may bee 
hid from none, but that al literate men bee en- 
abled roaR a part in this play, I ſuppoſe it ne- 
ceſſary to lay open the whole body, and ſcope 
ofthe work in a table, or tipe to their view al 
at once, that fo with one glaunce of the ey they 
may b:hold al the yarietics of the tranſpolitt- 
on of the conſcnants . afore-mentioned, and 
ieeing the ſame ny accordingly apply, and 
practiſe its 

Here followeth therefore a tipe and table 
of al the degrees, and gradations, and the ſeve- 
ral changcs, and tranſpofitions of the liquids, 
or mutables both with other conſonants, and 


by themſelves, and alfo of al the ocher ſingle; | 
twofold, | 
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| twofold, threefold,and fourfold conſonants bee- 
| ing in number ſeyen, three wherof are prepofi- 
tive, and other chree ſubjunRive, and one in- 


[ clufive, with the vowels fer behind the prepoſi- 


| tives, and before the ſubjunQiyes, and included 
{in the third gradation, that every ſenſible man 
may eaſily apply them, wherin none is omit=- 
ted, either mutable, orother conſonant, which 
wil ſtand before or after the vowels, or before 
or after each other in the ſame ſyllable. Al the 
mutables wil not ſtand each before, or after 0+ 
ther, nor wil bee pronounced with every: other 
conſonant, nor every other conſonant each with 


"other. Thoſe therefore, which wil not cluſe 


and bee coupled, are omitted, and al, which wil 
cloſe one with another, and bee pronounced 
itogerher cither before, or after the vowels are 
ſer down, and mentioned in their orders, and 
ſome are twiſe rehearſed becavs of their diffi 
culty, that they tay bee applied co the lear- 
ners capacity together with others, with which 
they ſeem to ſound alike, chat hee may more 
\ealily learn ro diſtingutſh them. | 
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The four and twenty letters. 


A,35.C-D, E. F-G H,J.K.L,Y,ND, P, 
N,N, SD, TL, U U, UL, x: Y, Ls 


Q, b, c d, £, f. 0, h, tk, l, nm, n,o2p, q- r, 25 ſ; Sf 


f, u W, x,P; 3+ 


A,B, CD,E, F, G, H, | + Me M, N, O, Þ 
QzR, S, ; pf on, W, » Ko 


Az b, "Xþ Cy 7 
uz W;, X,Y»Z 


Vowcls 5 4,e,7, 6,%. 3,#, Sometiines Con 


ſonants. 
Conſonants 19. 6. 6,4 f,g, h,k,1, m,n 


9,17; nt, Wi), 3» Wo, loinetimes — 


Liquids or mutables, /, 2, ». 7. 


Firſt gradation of Conſonants prepoſitiye, 


9» h, L, k, bs im, N, Og P> qz \E) ſ, Sz f | 


Ub. 


52, ca, aa fa,ga, ta, ha, ka, la, ma, na, pa, "4, 


t4, 1a, 044, wa. Ja, xa, 24, and A thorough} 
out al the Vowels, a,e.t, o, v, 


Second 


| 5. 
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Second gradation of Conſonants ſubjunRive. 


In Js and © "thoroughour *4 the vowels, 
? #h,0,!,0,0, 


ſ,sl: Third gradation incluſive. 


Of Vowels included between two Conſonants. 
'Þ 'bab bac bad baf. bag. bak, bal bam, ban, bap, 


bar bas bat. bax. baz ; and lo thoroughout al 
the Vowels and Conlonants changing urns. 


Sz\ & j 
Fourth gradation prepohrive with liquids. {ii} 
R bl,cl,fl gl, pl,ſt- a 8 
ON» : : : e : , 'Þ 
| br, cr, dr, fr. gr, pr, tr, wr. | [Rh 
{ ; . Fas , 
gn ke fe x þ | 
Se ſm. mn, but rarely. ft 4 if þ 
| 
Fifch gradation ſubjun&tive with liquids. | ' i 
4a 16, 1d, If dg, tk, tp,tt, ts, Ix tz,lce lpetve. id i 
bY rbrord rf,rg rh pprotoara gce,rge rm. | | - 
f | b I is 

ſl Y, 14,9g-nk,, nr,nt,nx, nz gu, ſa, nce, ue, | 

18hFl.sy mb. mp, mi, ML. ſm, 2m. 


Two liquids ſubjunttive. 27, rn,lm,/n.my, fl 
ONE .E 2 Theſe 4 
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Theſe three laſt /», [», ym, and thoſe other | 
ſ{ubjunRives ſm, 21m, gn, ſn, [&. mz, u&-r2,and 
71 prepolitive are hard'to pronounce, and may : 
beefeft to the laſt, and ſome of them ſpared al-Þj 7 


rogether, becaus they are ſeldome uſed in the|| | 
Engliſh, | 


A 


[ 
| 


Sixth gradation prepolitive, ſome without li- ] Ipe 
quids, ſoine with liquids. | ws 
! bec 

Sc, s ſp, /t; ſcl,ſpt, ſer. ſpr,ftr. 4\l 
ch. {h, th, chr, (br. thr ; ph,phr. e/ E 
wh. oh ph ſph, pr. i>Þ one 


h,1n other languages,not in the Engliſh o\ ing 
bu ou qu.ſgn. $#,2u.butnot in the Englſh #4 wo 

Since gh. ph ſph. ps, phr,ſ#, zu, bn, are of li- lik 
tleuſe in the Engliſh, they may bee left ro the Þ{ 


laſt, and 24 ſpared alcogerher, T3 

'wit 

Seventh oradation ſubjunRive ſome with || uſec 

liquids, ſome withour liquids, tf 

;not 

4 C,ce,lce,nce,rce, Ck he. on 
s ch, bitchlch, nch,rch. ravely,tſh, nſb,vſh, f 


Jo lth;nhrth;rarely drbefth,prb,xb;!fthugth,rmth | 
Cs gh oht ; rarely ghts, ghth, ph, mph. | 


he) 


I-Þj 7 br, &&, ft, pt,ft,xt ; {i}, att, rtt ; lot, mpt, 7pt, 


p28 m4) as 
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, *k fp, ft, rarely dft, I, nit,r[t, eſt. 
Seldome,or never in the Engliſh /4, n5h,rh. 
"i ps, ts ; lke,nksrks; lps, mp, rps, lts, nts, vs. 


rat, ld, ſh'd,ſh't, theſe ten triple Conſonants 
are for the moſt part uſed figuratively. 
 ve,tlve,rue; rarely, gue, ngve. 
Igve,rgve , lque, nque,rque; are feldome, or 
never uſed in the Engliſh lavenage, and may 
bee ſpared altogether ; as ſuch uthers may bce. 


Five conſonants are never joyned together in 


| one ſyllable unles figuratively, ſome vowel bec- 
\ing caſt away from between them , as in this 


word ( thoughr'tt ) for ( thoughtefl ) or the 


flike. 


Oh, ah. | 
Theſe two, and many of thoſe cormpounded 


with ve, when wv is a conſonant are feldome 


+ | 
8 
: 
z 


uſed in the Exglrſh, ſome of them not at al, 

' And ſomeot thoſe rare ones afore noted make 
'not two words either ending alike in the ſub- 
janRive order, or beginning in the prepoſi- 
tive order. 


E 3 Theſe 
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Theſe by themſelves for difficulties, and | kr 
diſtinfton ſake, ; | 


. =Y 
14, 04, gta, qua, ſqua, bua, and fo with al the Þ} *? 
vowels, though lome of then are neyer ulcd 


with al the vowels, nor can bce pronounced | 
with al of them, for example who can pro- 32 
nounce bun? yl! 
Diphthongs, _ 
at, ei, oi, otherwiſe ay, ey, 09. Toe 
Alt, Cit, oft, pronounced ſhort. k of 
= 


aw,ew,ow, pronounced long. | 
ees 90g Oday DAs >»Q 


Theſe four laſt cannot bee propoſed unles in . _ 
ſyllables Ggnificant or not ſignificant ; as thus oo 


or in the like, reed, rood, read, road , breach, | 
breech, brooch, broach ; head, heed, hood , meet, f| *? 
moot, meat, moat . tooth, teeth ; foot, feet. 

The uſe of e to lengthen a conionant, and to 
diſtinguiſh it beeing pronounced long from the} ” P 
fame conſonant pronounced ſhort 1s ſhewed inc 


k,o,& may bee followed in alother conſonants. ſi » 11 
The uſe of s ſubjunCtive to other conſonant | 6. 
in the ends of words is ſhewed in & , p,r, andf ” © 
may bce followed in the reft of the Conſo-F *?: 
nants : the practiſe and purſuit wherof will} 2 
| reach 
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ceach the learner to diſcern numbers aſunder, to 
know when hee ſpeaketh oFone,when of many. 
-» Under theſe heads and gradations lyeth the 
, difficulty of pronunciation. and therefore of 
,, reading, the skil wherof confifteth in the 


| ., tongues voltybility more than in ey fight. For 


,. if the teacher cannor lead , and draw the 


| », ciId or other Jearner to a gocd, and ready 


> pronunciation, hee may weary his ſcholer a 
,, long time with a book, or books, and yet not 


{ ,» bring the end of his work to pas. Whoſoe- 


-» ver purſueth this method by running over 


| ,, theſe gradacions, every day one of them by 


Wane 12S rn te + 


»»qQueſtion ſhal ſoon bring the learner to a nim- 
,» ble, and perfe&t pronunciation, and fo ſhal 
,: ſpeedily ſee an iff1 of his labor according to 
,, his own hearts deſire. 

-» Let him nor fearto6 make a childs pronun- 
, Ciation too quick,and nimble, ſo that hee pro- 
,, nounce every lerter fully - for the error on that 
,» part may bee eaſily mended ; a nimble (peach 
,, may ſoon bee ſlackened enough, and made 
; flower at any time, bur a dul, flow fpeach, if 
2» it bee habituared , and continu until ſeven, or 
» Cight years of age, wil ſcarcely or very hard- 
zz ly bec ever quickened,or ſharpened. Beſides 
> 1t15 a great diſadvantage, and hinderance to 
SE 4 them 
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, thein in the conceit, and apprehenſion of the 
»: ſound of long ſyllables, bur a far greater in | 
»» the apprehenſhon of the Latine, when they | 
»» ſhal come to learn that, and wil cry the tea- 
»» Chers patience, and urge him to great labor, 
»» if hee mean to do good. Yet hitherto it hath 
»y been a common error in the firſt teachers to 
z» read ; both mothers, and others to accuſtome, 
,» and inure children to a dul, fluggiſh, and a 


- kind of ſinging ſpeach, which they miſtaking, | i! 
,, not knowing the ſequels inconvenience, and | 


- » indeed miſchief, falſly cal deliberate. Theſe | 
»» heads and oradations of ſpelling beeing live- 
» ly, and cheerfully inculcated by queſtion wil 
»» prevent that inconvenience, and give life,and 
-» ſpiritto the child : for hee wil immediatly 
»» make ſpelling a pleaſure, and ſport to him- 
33 ſelf. . 

As I faid before, there wil bee litle, or no dif- 
ficulcy in the five firſt gradations ; bur the fixth, 
and ſeventh wil perchance require a moneth, or 
more in weak, and imperfe& voices by reaſon 
of the difficulty of pronouncing 6,c, g,h,q, 
and ze ſubjunRive, and w with other conſo- 
nants, and by reaſon of the multiplicity of con- 
ſonants in one ſyllable, and by reaſon of the 


diphthonge, the congues of ſome children bee- 
ing 
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ing ſhort, and they not able to ſtrike the tip 
| therof againſt the recth, nor to thruſt it our far 
enough, as the teacher ſhal perceive in fome 
I] ſyllables, as in af, ath, arch, and any com= 
{ pounded with +, or the like, To heip that im- 
perfe&tion , which is indeed helped partly by 
| thruſting out the rongue, partly by drawing in 
| the lower jaws, the teacher ſhal do wel to cal 
on them to thruſt out their tongues,and to draw 
[| in their lower jaws upon the producing of ſuch 
| {yllables, which Ririke fo much upon the tip of 
[| the tongue, or otherwiſe trouble the pronuncia- 
\tion,and by his own pronouncing therof to in- 
duce them to the imitation of himſelf. I my ſelf 
dy ſo doing have wrought ſome children from a 
Fery imperfect ſpeach, and pronunciation to a 
>ood, and perfeft. But it were better that the 
cacher rather ſpare thoſe double, and threefold 
conſonants of rare uſe, and thoſe other difficulr 
ones than vex his ſ{choler, if hce perceive that 
hee cannot work his mouth therunto. For mine 
own part I never failed, nor doubt that I ſhal 
ever tail in any, neither doubt I to prevent, or 
at leaſt to help lammering very much in-them, 
whom I ſhall undertake, at, and from the firſt 
entrance. | 
It were to bee wiſhed that Printers would 
h concur 
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concur with their endevors and affiſtance- to a+ 
void that confufjon, and diftra&tion, which 
troubleth the apprehenſion of the learner as wel 
thorough the wantof e in many words, as in 
theſe, videlicer, wee, thee, hee , ſhee , wee, 
yee., and in theſe words , viz. bee, fee, and 
others of the {ame ſort, which oftenumcs are 
printed with e fingle ; as alſo thorough unne- 
ceſſary , and ſuperfluous uſe of e aiwel after 
diphthongs, as alſo after # in the ends of words, 
when 7 were fitter to bee uſed in ftead of 5, 


and no les after o, and & when it is a vowel, Þ 


and after double con. ,nants, and too often be- 


fore s in the ends of words, when jt.maketh the Þ 
word only fgnify more than one; in al which F 


e is forthe moſt part added ſuperfluouſly. For 


wx here it is neither ſounded, or pronounced, nor 
roduceth or lengthenerh the conſonant, which F 


It followeth, what neceſſity or caus is there to 


uſe it? becaus, although knowing readers un- 
derſtand what it is, or ſhould bee, yer it trou- 


blech a learner, in aſmuch as every vowel in the | 


ULDE O22 TO MIPER 


Engliſh ovght to have its ful ſound, except &, þ 
when it is added to a conſonantin the end ofa Þ| 


word to lengthen its found, which is ſhort in Þ 


al conſonants, k. x, and z excepted. What caus 
or need 1s chere then to write a conſonant dou- 


ble 
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ble in the end of a word, or in the middle, when 
a conſonant followeth in the next ſyllable, fnce 
al of chemſelves are pronot d ſhort, unles e 
bee added in the end of a w or ſyllable ro 
lengchenthe ſound of the*conſonant, or unles e 
or lome other vowel follow in the mid(t of a 
word in the next ſyllable following that conſe- 
nant ? And whar necd hath a vowel, or a diph- 
thong. or a double conſonant of e in the end of 
a word ? Are not vowels. diphthongs, and don- 
ble conſonants ful, and long enongh in ſound of 
themſelves ? as for example is do, or go. or ſ-, 
or dz, or, or day. or boy, or law. or few, or 
yow. or 912d. or mma, or hand, or land, or word, 
or ſword, or the like more or leſs in ſound e bee- 
ing added, unles two ſyllables bee made ther- 
of? As unneceſſarily ſormerimes is e uſed in 
the ends of words both after fingle con onants 
following a diphthong ; as for examole in cheſe 
words. ſouls clonds,nraids pains loins,heads,weeds, 
woods, or in any of the like fort whar need is 
there of e before 5? as alſo after conſonants 
doubled with 's in the end of 2 word whar 
need is there of adding e before s.unles wee wil 
have two ſyllables made therof ? for of neceſſity 
ſo it muſt leem to a learner, if e bee 1dded. 
But to prevent the ſounding of s too ſhar» 
afier 
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after a vowel, or a diphthong made of # or » 
ce is uſed ncedtully before 5 in the ends of 
words ; as in theſe words, Les, flies, ſpres, daes, 
7oyes, and the 7 Y | J 
Ic is likewiſe ule@ needfullggatieFa ſingle 
conſonant in the ends of words to lengthen its 
ſound as wel without s, as whkgn & is added, 
for that there is nonc other way of diſtinRion 
received, al conſonants ( except k, x, and = ) 
beeing alwaies pronounced ſharp, and {hort 
unles a vowel follow : for els how ſhould hat 
bee diſtinguiſhed from hate, wil from mile, ſpit 
from ſpite, bid from bide, gap from gape , mils 
trom miles, canns from canes, cats from cates, 
rats from rates, carrs from cares, carrs from 
enres, and infinite multitudes like theſe? and 
itis neceſſary after a few |double conſonants, 
namely /g, ng, rg, ds, lc, nc, rc, tu, TH : as in 
the ſeventh gradation. Ir is expedient there- 
fore that the reacher bring this laſt recired diffe- 
rence to the learners capacity, conceit, and ap- 
prehenſion before hee touch a book, which hee 
may purſu with eyery vowel before every con- 
ſnanr 3 whether the ſyllables bee fignificanc, 
it is not material. | 
And to held the ſame cours of purſuing the 


queſtion with each, and every vowel before and 
| after 
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. after al the oradations of conſonants as wel fin- 


O 


gle, double, threefold, as alſo fourfold both pre- 
poſitives, and ſubjunRives ſucceſſively by that 
order, in which they are ſet down in the Map, 
and Table, and as nimbly, and ſpecdily as may 
bee, one on the neck of another, when one of 
them is begun, wil avail much. For the order 


| wil exceedingly help the learners capacity in 


| thediftinRion of ſuch conſonants, which,when 
| they are coupled with h, k, »,p, t,w, or #e, as v 


| 15a conſonant, ſeem to ſound, or fa] ſomewhat 
| alike. And nimble proſecution of the queſtion 
| wil draw from the learner a nimble anſwere, 
| and by that ſpeed ſharpen, and quicken a dul, 
and (low fpeach. But if the reacher find thar 
| this laſt diſtin&ion of the ſeveral conſonants 


ſtanding ſingle at the end of a word with s an- 
nexed, and without s, and with e before s and 
without e before s, wil not bee infixed, and fa- 
ſened without difficulty, and vexation, let him 
not force it eagerly, let him rather forbear it uns 


til the book bee taken in hand, for then it wil bee 


done exfily enough,if the reſt bee confirmed« 
One thing more is to bee noted, which every 
man, who wil obſerve, may eaſily ſee, and 
know z that is, that every vowel is nor uſed in 
fenificant words with eyery gradation of 
doubles 


ee re EE ES 
i - _ 
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double, triple, and quadruple contonants ; per- 
adventure with ſome of them only three of the 
vowels, with ſome other only two, or ( it may 
bee ) bur one, as wich 4# only 5 or » in fiead 
of #, as bay, build, built. with dh, pth, [fth, 


ngth only e; as breath, depth, twelfth, length ; | 
with 7th only a, as warmth.and lo wich other | 
conſonants : but whether i gnificant, or nor fig- Þ 
Hificant, it 1s no matcer ; any vowel bringeth Þ 
:the learner to the knowledge of the confo- Þ 
nants place in the ſeveral changes, and cran(- 2 


poſitions. 


Let not the publick, and profeſſed teacher ; 


fear thatthis cours wil rake up more time than | 


the old way ; for hereby time may bee gained , 
under one labor, and by one queſtion propoſed. 


co many at once hee may get a joynt anſwere, | 
and a merry one, if hee deal merrily with chil- þ 
dren. But when they come to the book, they Þ 
muſt of neceffiry bee ſeverally, and particular- | 
ly dealt withal, in purſuic wherof hee ſhal not | 


need to beſtow one half hour of a day on each; 
and yet with every dayes exerciſe of half an 
hour within two years ſhal hee eaſily teach the 


dulleſt child to read perfeRtly before the child 


come to ſeven years of age, it hee begin ar his 


age of five years, and acute ones much ſooner. 
The 


ada fe) 
« bs thas idea 
. 


REI 


on Fathers of Children. 59 


The teacher having fetched thus much out of 
the learner ( which indeed ative ſpeach giveth 
him with the help, and aſſiſtance of che teacher 
in makino him maſter of his tongue ) as to ſpel 
ſyllable atter ſyllable, whatſoever bee propoſed, 
thoſe rare and difficult ones beeing excepted, 
which on my part (I fay again truly) I ſeldome 
failed to effect within one moneth, not beſtow- 
ing half an hour of each day theron, then may 
hee take a book af a g50d ful letter, and ſhew 
the learner che letters one after another, and as 


| ſoon as hee hath ſhewed him one, lct him lead 


the Jearners ey from line to line by his own fin- 
oer, and pointing, not the learners, until hee 
have pitched on many of the ſame fort, and ſo 
thoroi-ghour al, hee wil find it a more ready, 
and pleaſing way than by fingle lerter in an al- 
phaberary way. 

That beeing done, and the learner beeing able 
to diſtinguiſh the letrers, hee muſt nor yer leave 


| himto himſelfro fir down, and take a book in- 
- to his own hand, to ſing, and bawl over it; for 
| then wil nee get il habics of pronunciation : bur 
| Jet him ſtil adminifter al the helps for che 


childs ey, and pronunciation, that can bee 
thought upon. So ſhal hee, if hee exerciſe 
teaching as a trade, caſe himſelf of old accuſto= 
| med 
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med labor , and do his work ſooner. Let him 
ſet the child on a ſtool to a table with a book 
on lome ſmal desk before him to help his ey- 
fight. One book may feryeal, and one,and the 
ſame child may bee tzught by many books, fo 
thar they bee al of one, and the ſame letter, and 
when hee is ſomewhat perfect. then « book of a 
fmaller letrer ; for variety of books is better 
than to bear (til on one book, becaus in divecs, 
and ſeveral books hee ſhal meet with more 
rranſpoſitions, and change of the place of con- 
ſonants. Andlethim ar firſt lead the childs ey 
with his own hand, not the childs hand to 
words of one ſyllable, and to many of the ſame 
ſort one after another nimbly ; for thereby wil 
thechild, or other learner ſoon catch the con- 
ccit of al monoſyil»bles. The only difficulty 
wil bee in the diviſon of words of many fylla- 
bles. To teach him divifion therefore hee muſt | 
il apply, and carry forward his own hand | 
with fome {mal feather, or ſuch like thing for | 
thar purpoſe, to that letter, and every letter, | 
wherethe word muſt bee ſeverally cut, and di- 
vided, fo to lead on the childs ey. | 

To quicken and ſharpen ſpeach, and help ca- F ..: 
pacity in ſtead of prompting, and ſuggeſting, I | 
held the ſame cours of warbling, and working | 
with | 
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think to the obſtinately wiſe in their own 
conceits it wil ſcem ridiculous, as that other 
for the Lative doth. No matter, Let it ſeem 
whar it wil, in ſuch manner and phraſe as I 
can, I bave diſcovered it, that it may bee con- 
veycd to others. I know my wages. 

If the tcacher begin with Davids pſalms in 


a ful Ietter, and among them the 1 19 p/alm, | 
hee ſhal find almoſt in every ſeRjon the fame 


words often repeated, to which the childs cy 
may bee drawen at an inſtant, fo to confirm 
his conceit with multiplicity of the ſame 
words. By this kind of familiarity together 
With the method have I prevailed wirh very 
indocile ones, imperfed of ſpeach, and weak 
of wit, ſcarce ſound of mind, and brought them 
to a good ſpcach, and an indifferent good ca- 
pacity : wherof what notice their parents, and 


fricnds have taken, I know not, ncither do I | 
think it good to tel them. For it is almoſt e- | 


nough to provoke a quarrel to tel parents that 
their ſon isnot witty, although hee bee a very 
funge, almoſt an 1deot. But 1 know wel that 
ſome of them have found how ingenuous their 
ſonns were, beeing taken of from my method 
before it had wrought its ful «fe&t, when as 
they had thrived wel thereby, and would have 


procceded | 


m—_— 
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proceeded anſwerably, if the fame method had 
been followed, | 
Thus after the belt manner , and phraſe, 
wherewith my litle reading hach furniſhed 
mce ( and bow conld I read much, who was al 
the prime parc of my life even twenty years ro» 
gcther wolf-woorricd with hitigtous ſuits 
beeing defendant in more than twenty, provo=- 
ked of purpoſe to vex, and undo mee ?) have I 
after many experiments made of the mcrhod, 
which never failed in the yongeſt , or moſt 
fuperannited dunce, demonlirated unto yec the 
uſe, and praRtiſe therof, that the ſame may bee 
accordingly practiſed by al literate upon 3] j1- 
literate. I have thought good ro divulge both 
the methods, whilſt I am in becing rather than 
upon my diſſolution, and rather whilſt I am 
in good ſtate, and ſtrength of body chan to de- 
fer it until decrepit old age, to the end that if 
any man doubt of their validity before trial, 
wherin conſiftcth their virtu, and authority, 
and not in appearance, and reading over the 
book, and ſhould tender mee ſome durty cow- 
heard, or ſwincheard, ſuppoſing that hee hath 
ſer mee a tas k beyond my skil ( which hath al- 
ready becn done, if it could have plunged 
mee ) I might bee ready to make good my 
Fa aMumption, 
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the hoſt, that there 18 too much learning in the 
world ; and therefore what need of any more 
helps to learning? They arc not {o charitable as 
Saint Paul (whoſe lcarning they may neither 
doubr nor queſtion) who wiſhed that not only 


King Agrippa,to whom hce then ſpake,bur that - 


al then preſent, who heard him ſpeak were both 
almoſt,& altogether like himſclf,his bonds ex- 
cepted. And doubtles upon ſuch a publick hear- 
ing and examination of ſuch an emincnt perſon 
as Paul was,and before ſuch a ſupreme judge as 
King Agrippa was,and at the trial of ſo great a 
caus as Pauls caus was,it becing the caus of cur 
Saviour Chriſt the worlds wonderment then 
vehemently oppoſed by the chicf of the Jews 
there were pretent a confuſed multitude of al 
degrees & ages. If ſich /oſsahs,or any ſhal ſay, 
What ſhould a ſword do ina mad mans hand, 
who hath not diſcretion to weild , or ule it ? 
or what ſhoulda ring of gold do ina ſwines 
ſmout? were not an iron ring good enough, 
and fitter to keep him from rooting ? I think 
that then every moderate man of fincere and 
mature judgement wil cloſe and conclude 
with them that oftentimes indiſcreet choice is 
made of pcrſons dedicated to the Muſes. For 

every crow thinketh his own bird whitcſ ; 
| every 
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every Mcchanick, and Plebceian wil breed his 
ſon a Scholer, how unfit ſocyer nature hath 
made him. If I fay the truth, and my obſcr- 
vation ly not, but upon juſt ground have ſpied 
a fault worthy of amendment, I hope that no 
man cither ommifariam, or multifariam, or me- 
diocriter doftns, ac ſanns wil cenſure mee to bee 
too peremptory, ſince what I ſay, can no 
way reflec upon him. Burt if I ſhal ſhew a 
way how that error, and miſchicf may bee 
yrevented, I preſume my advertiſement wil 
bee at al hands embraced, and put in practiſe. 
Too manife{ it is, that in this later lighter 
age of the world the upper, and thinner cle- 
ments have gotten the predominance both in 
the bodies, and minds of men too generally 
above the lower, and more ſolid. For air, 
and fire contemning earth, and water would 
have al the world to themſclres.. The very 
truth is, the fume of Bacchm, and — bacco 
( howſoever their uſe bee ſometimes neceſſa- 
ry ) do intoxicate too many mens braing, 
beſot and ſtupify their ſenſes, and metamor- 
phize the rational man into an irrational beaſt : 
in like manner fame and opinion moved, and 
caried to and fro with the acry breaths, and 
fiery ſpirits of levity, and vanity overſway, 
F 4 pervert. 
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then ( which wonld bee the greateſt fruit, and 

bencfic ) none would bee ſent out thence uncx-» 

pert to teach your ſonns the Larive. How 

much would the Academies, if they were 

repleniſhed with the Nobility and Gentry, ex- 

cced in fare, and ſplendor ? how much more 

revercnd, and venerable would the Temples, 

and PuJpits bee & how mnch more magnificent, 

and renounced would Kings bee in their Arten- 

dants. ( ounſellers, Generals, and Captams? how 

would the Common-wealth floriſh with equity, 

and j#ſtice ? how glorious would the Church 

| bee for Piery, and Religion? Yea, their cxam- 
ple would draw the middle fort of men to 

their imitation; inſomuch as by that means 

thoſe men, upon whom are conferred al the 
inferior, and up of the Common- 
wealth, and by them ſubordinately admini- 
fired, would bee better fitted, and more cna - 
bled to the wel admiriſtring, and performance 
thcrof, which oftentimes by their inſufficien- 
cy, weaknes, and want of letters arc cvilly, 
ſuperficially and fl:nderly executed. More- 
over ſuch mean perſons becing ſomewhat li- 
tcrate would gain ſome bencfit of Philoſophy, 
which peradyenture in and about their own 
perſons, and cſtates they may necd to learn 
tem 


them t 
fiftable 


any rc 
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them to digeſt extreme, remediles, and unre- 
fitable injuries. What can bee added? Can 
any reaſons more perſuaſive bee urged to in- 
cite yce to make trial, and ro put in practiſe, 
or to caus trial, and practiſe to bee made of the 
two Methods, both this, and that for the 
Latine alſo, which wil prodacc ſome part, 


yea the molt neceſſary part of their chief cnds, 


and eff:ts both ſuddenly, and certainly, 

To courteous and loving Fathers of chil> 
dren therefore do I zpply whatſoever 1 have 
faid already, or ſhal fay berafter. For I wel 
know that both the methods, as they have had 
many cenſurers, and oppoſers, ſo wil they il 
have whilſt I my ſclf exerciſe them ; ſome, be- 
caus they have bcen ancicntly teachers, and 
ſelves ; ſome, becauſe they are , or mean to 
bee, for that they ſuppoſe no man could find 
out what they ſcenor, or their maſter ſhewed 
not unto them; ſome, for that they raſhly 
judge them to bee crochets of an idle brain, 
or for that the inventions came not into their 
notion ; other ſome perchance refined tranſ- 
montanes , who deſpiſc the froſen wits of us 
benymmed Nor therlings wil deride with # 

queſtion ful of ſcorn, faying, Can any good 
come 


{ it may bee ) havecompoſed methods theme=. 
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tives to perſwade to the trial, and praQit 
therof ; as 

Firſt, the order, and conciſcnes of the ſeve. 
ral methods. 

Secondly, the ſudden iflu and appearance 
of the firſt fruits, and cffeAs therof, which in- 
deed are, and I chink no literate man wil bec 
fo pervers, and abſurd as to deny them to bee 
even like the foundations of edifices of ſtone ; 
for without the foundation firſt laid an edifice 


. cannot bee rearcd up, and unles it bee wel Jaid, 


it cannot ſtand,and endure. 
| Thirdly the facility, and dcelightfulnes ther- 

OTs 

Fourthly , the excellent conſequences ar- 
tending, and following the praiſe therof. 

Laſtly, the occurrences, and probabilitics of 
the ſpringing up, growth, virtu, and validity 
of the ſame conſequences, . and ſeveral cffeRs ; 
give mee leave,l beſecech yee, to give yee a few 
caveats touching your ſonns,and touching their 
teachers, which arc not utterly ro bee difdai- 
ned, and rcjzxed, For thcy are of great con- 
ſequ-nee, and wil appear fo, when men ſhal 
fird how great the crror ia the manner of 
teaching hath hitherto for the n.oft part 
been. 


Eirſt 
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Firſt, if God haye beſtowed on yee a fon of 
a dul ſpirit, and (low ſpeach, quicken and ſhar- 
pen both with al advantages to bee rhought 
upon ; as by ſhewing your ſelves indulgent to- 
wards him, or at lealt not morc indulgent to- 
wards others of your children than towards 
him, leaſt thereby yee do more abate his edge, 
and dejedt his ſpirit. 16do the rather adverriſe 
yee herof in the firſt place, becaus T my ſelf 
have obſerved it to bee an error too common 
among Parents not only to negle&. bat even 
In a manner to hate their ſonns becaus of the 
dulnes of their nature, and thereby to haye 


done much hurt in dejeing them more. 


Secondly, if God have beſtowed on your 
ſon al endowmeats of nature, ſharp wir,quick 
ſpcach, and ſtrong memory, think not that it 
came ex tradvce ; for the maker ( yec know ) 
could have given the contrary. Take heed that 
yce applaud himnot too much,and ſo puf him 
up with pride : for that vice oftentimes turn- 
cth divers men otherwiſe wel qualified, into 
fools, And th-:rupon followeth another miſ- 
chicf, which Teachers, and Tutors obſerve 
better than yee can, and that is, when they are 
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and wil much difcour:v3 him. 


Fifthly, wheras yeeal defire thar yonr <;; 
dren ſhould beerather drawer. with !-mty, and 
mildnes to the love of learning than compelled 
with auſterity, and ſtripes, and foraſmuch as it 
is the more delightful way both for teacher, 
and learner, it behoveth yee very diligently,and 
carefully to concur, and joyn with their teach- 
ers in bcgetting ſuch love, and delight in your 
children, and ro caus them to flick cloſe co their 
buſines, and to prevent, and ayoid that gad- 
ding, wandring , and accuſtomed diſcontinu- 
ance, which is too frequent with many parents, 
wherby they do not only take of, and abate 
their childrens edge, and love to the book, and 
ſetters, but alſo are the caus of their loſs of 
time, and hinderance, and the Teachers toil, in 
reſpect they are thereby ( as ic were ) unyoked, 
or at leaſt caft behind their yoke-fellows. 
Moreover it behoveth yee to bee very ſtcict,and 
ciccumſpet in ordering them to repair to their 
ſchole at du hours. that rheir Schole-maſter bee 
not urged to exerciſe ſeveriry on them : for le- 
nity preyaileth inore with al ſorts of diſpofti- 
ons than' auſterity ; and therefore it behoyeth 
that childrens love bee mor* than their fear, 
G which 
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which wil not bee, if their teacher bee terrible 
co theme 


Sixthly, diſcourage not your childrens teache 
ers by diſreſpeR, but have good regard of him, 
and reward him wel, left hee bee flitting for 
berrer preferment, and fo your children be- 
come like trees often removed , which then 
ſeldome take root, and grow. The opinion of 
 theplace may deceive you, and fruſtrate the 
expectation of your ſonns proficiency , inſo- 
much as it confiſteth in the activity, and di- 
ligence of the teacher, and not wholy on your 
childrens wit, and the book, whether they pro- 
fit, or note ; 


Seventhly, rather beſtow yee double, or 
triple ſalary on your childrens teacher , and 
make him a competent, and ſufficient propor- 
tion for his maintenance, than w ſuffer him to 
clog, and overload himſelf with multitudes, 
which afford him ſlender reward. The vulgar, 
ordinary, and accuſtomed wages is only xx s 
yearly, which is not for cach day a penny, and 
every womans, who teacheth the letters only 
is the ful rate of above one half penny a day, 
and that is weekly, and willingly paid, and 

the 
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the other grudgingly from many. Is not a 
Schole-malter worthy of half as much wages 
as 2 threſher, or a ditcher, or an ordinary days 
laborer > Doubtles the more yee beſtow, the 
more yee bind the teacher to bee diligent, and 
eo continu his profeſſion 3 which profeſſion, by 
reaſon it hath been alwaies hitherto painful, 
and yet ſlenderly rewarded, and les regarded, 
few of the acuteſt, and moft able men wil un- 
dertake, or if they do undertake, wil long con- 
tinu ( unles ſuch, who reap great. profits and 
reyenues thereby in great Scholes of famous 
note) if they can attain any Ecclefiaſtical 
preferment, or other better, and quieter cours 
of living. 


Eighthly, yee Parents, who are of low, and 
mean eſtate, be not ſo eagre,and raſh in breed- 
ing your ſonns ſcholers : for yee know not 
what yee goabour, I know that ſome of yee 
wil ay for your ſelves as ſome of yee have faid 
to mee upon ſuch like difſwaſion, that in ſo do= 
ing yee refer the ifſu to the bleſſing, and provi- 
dence of God. I may reply, that yee know, 
or might, or ſhould know that Gods provi- 
dence concurreth with mans providence; a&i- 
ons prececd iſſues ; miracles are ceaſed; ir is 
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anhard, and difficult work to make a pipe of 
2 pigs tail; al the learning in the eart!; cannot 
infuſe --quick conceit , and diſcreet judgement 
into that perſon, in whom natural wit is defi-' 
cient. If your fon bee a dunce, yee caſt durt 
upon the Scholes, and eAcademies, and per- 
chance - afterwards ('which is the greateſt 
wrong ) upon the Church. If hee bee inge- 
nuous, of a ſtout ſpirit, and vigorous body, 
and yee not able to bear him through an Aca- 
demicks neceſſary time, and expence (which, 
if yee forecaſt, wil happily exceed your reve- 
\ nues) nur yee bee furniſhed with. friends to 
procure his adyancement anſwerable to his 


ſpirir, oftentimes yee breed for God a prodigal 


ſon, and an unjuft teward, who cannot work, 
and is aſhamed to beg, but not aſhamed of a 


loos, diflolute, and prophane cours of life, 
wherin hee excelleth more, by how much hee 


is ingenuous, and learned. I ſuppoſe that ſome 
of yee not confidering that want of mainte- 
nanceinecefſary for a great wit ofcentimes pro 
careth careleſnes, and diſcontentment, nor the 
many-inconveniences,and miſchiefs, that atrend 
2 youth in the Univerfiry pinched -with poverty, 
wit deride this argument. Bur this queſtion 
{ whether doth a wiſe man undertake, and 

| begin 
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begin to build a great ſiruQture not- count- 
ing the total, and fucure charge ? ) wil tay 
your laughter, 


Ninthly, whether yec bee great, or mean 
perſons, high or low, rich or poor, haſten 
yee not your ſonns to the Academies before 
they accompliſh good years of diſcretion, 
or at leaft not before they are ſufficiently 
prepared, and qualified for them, that is, ex- 
pert in the Zatine, and ſomewhat in the 
Greek, For Tutors there cannot ſpare time 
for inſtruction in the Latie; al their va- 
cant time muſt neceſſarily bee employed in 
the inftruKion of Logick, and Philoſophy. 
It is to bee feared that, if your ſonns bee 
transferred thither before they have attai- 
ned the Zatine, they never attaine it, and 
conſequently very litle learning. Confider 
likewiſe the dangers, which attend the 
lapwing , and the partrich forward birds, 
which, immediatly after they are hatched, 
are ſaid torun away with the ſhel, out of 
which they came, on their heads , every 
bird of prey is ready to ſeiz on them, they 
are obvious, and obnoxious to eyery Cy» 

G 3 and 
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and hand of-man, and the mouth of eve- 
ry dog, and foot of other beaſt, Yee your 
ſelves might make application. Cities and 
populous Towns , eſpecially thoſe, where 
the Courts of Kings and Princes refide, and 
Where the courts of Law, and Juſtice, and 
their common Halls, and Pleading places 
are kept open for the Subje&t, and where 
the chief Trade, and forrain Merchandize 
of a whole Kingdome, or the greater part 
therof reſteth, and is occupied, do fo inft- 
nitely abound, and are peſtered with loos, 
idle, and vicious perſons of al ages, and 
ſexes, the ſeeds-men, and feeds-women of 
luxury, and riot , the very excrements of 
Nations, who employ, and apply al thetr 
wits, and fludies as engins to enſnare, and 
captivate yong Gentlemen, and others, fo 
to make them a prey to relieve their beg- 
gery and baſenes, or it may bee, fuel for 


. their luſt, or both, that it is an hard matter 


for a yong youth, unles hee bee of mature, 
and ripe judgement , and wel inſtruced, 
and ſeaſoned in virtu, and piety, and able to 
diſcern their pernicious frauds, and entice- 
ments, or yery Carefully guarded, and gy” 
e 


| 


coach 
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ed by tutorſhip, to avoid, and ſhun their 
ſubtle allurements, and miſcheivous machi- 
nations. For the ſharpeſt, and quickeſt 
wits, and ſpirits are ſooneſt miſled, and cor- 
rupted by idlenes, libercie, and il companys 
I know wel that what cautions I give 

upon obſervation only, many 
Fathers of ſonns could 
give with feeling 
ſorow. 
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An Epilogue. 


&2 He hard meaſure, and ſinal fruit, 
Rx which my labors have reaped, 
Z>2X and met with by my continu- 
SA ance in one place ſeven years 
rogetker with conſtancy, and 
patience for the only caus of confirming, 
and divulging the ſeveral experiments a- 
gainſt al diſcouragements, as not only {len- 
dec reward of many, no reward of ſome, 
bur alſo i] reward of others, who in Read of 
mony, paied mee with il language, obloquy, 
and detraftion, with the expence alſo of 
mine own monies to the valu of one hunered 
pounds, ( for during al that time I never got 
tubiltence thereby ) and my private obſer- 
vations of other mens caſes as wel as mine 
own, gave occaſion of theſe advertiſements, 
For had not mine ardency tothe future pub- 
lick good, which 1 am confident the ſeveral 
methods wil produce , encouraged mee, I 
could 
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could not fo long, have endured the ſervile 
yoke, which the yariable humors, andeon- 
tant baſenes of ſome parents laied upon mee, 
howſocver I was pleaſed with my practiſe 
on their children. Litle reaſon had any man, 
who could apply himſelf to, and were capa=- 
ble of any other more beneficial cours of 
life co make the trade of teaching his »Ie- 
mum refuginm, eſpecially if his ſubſiſtence 
depend on the fancies, and opinions of men. 
Forto al mens knowledge the old method 
hath hicherto been, and ſtil is ful of labor, 
and pains,and for the moſt part fruitles, and 
thankles on both fides. The teacher oft-tumes 
reapeth litle fruit , therefore giveth litle 
thanks ; and after much pains of the teachers 
the ſcholer ſometimes reapeth as litle fruit, 
and profit, and for many ſtripes wil give no 
thanks. And few parents eſteem, and valu 
the teachers art, and labor, but attribute al 
to their childrens wit, time, and the book, fo 
that a Schole-mafter, -unles in fome famous 
anciently eſtabliſhed Scholes, is for the moſt 
part contemptible,and hath a very dim luſter 
of reputation. The very Cobler, Collyer, yea 
many a yong ſ{choler, as ſoon as hee hath 
learned to know what afſerst 4 meaneth, 

forgetting 
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forgetting almoſt thac hee had a maſter con- 
temn a Pedagogne as the yeryeſt homuncis of 
al men. | 
Moreover the inconſtancy and levity of 
ſome Fathers, with whom TI met, urgech mee 
to pres home theſe advertiſements, becaus 
many pas over this weighty work, and in- 
deed the weightieſt work in this life, the e- 
ducation of their children ſo careleſly, and 
ſuperficially, as if it were no part of their 
duty, and office, committing, or rather lea- 
ving it to the counſel, and dire&ion of fame, 
opinion, and fancy, as if man had been made 
of the rib of a woman, and to be her helper. 
Of which I had good caus to take notice, For 
upon the firſt nois of the ſudden effets of 
my poor art, and induſtry they flocked a- 
bout mee as faſt as the ſonns of Ephraim,and 
ſuch kind of good fellows are wont to haſten 
to a new alchous, or range fleſh : but when 
their ſonns had caried away the fruits of my 
art, and labor, and my work was really per- 
formed, many of them had not a penny for 
met : but withdrew their children from mee 
to deceive mee of my du reward, which was 
| bycontraRt4os. to teach them to read. If 
in reſpe& of the mutabilicy of men in this 
| matter 
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matter of rouling their ſonns from teacher to 
reacher, from one Schole to another, I ſhould 
reſemble them to an heard of Sheep, or other 
cartel, of which if one break over the hedge 
into flrange paſtures though wors than their 
own, the whole heard followetb, I ſhould 
not much tranſgres. Doth not ſuch yaria- 
blenes manifeſt weaknes, and love of novel- 
ty» not reality? Buticis in vain to adviſe 
them, no counſel wil prevail with ſome, 
were they brayed in a morter. Yet let ſuch 
weak, fooliſh, and indulgent parents, who 
upon the leaſt caſtigation immediatly with- 
draw their ſonns from one Schole,and tranſ- 
fer them to another; and ſuch, who are 
wont, when they ſhould teach their ſonns 
lowlines, and humility, in ſtead therof to 
reach them emulation, precedency, ſcornful- 
nes, and inſolency, know that it were good 
for them to conſult with Pas, and with the 
Preacher in his Proverbs, and with Jeſus the 


ſon of Sirachtouching the nurture, educati< ' 


on, and in{tru&ion of their children, or, if 
they do not conſult with them, or the like 
counſellors, that they arc in danger to breed 
a ſervant for the devil, and to provide a caſt 
ſuite of cloths for the hang-man, or to caus 

their 
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their ſon in his riper years to bee fit for none 
othec buſfines, and employment thai to ſing 
plain ſong likea bird in an iron cage. 

Whether or no theſe my weak advernſe- 
ments bee generally embraced, if they ſhal 
bee beneficial co any, I ſhal greatly rejoyce. 
Forthe merhods I muſt, and wil give that 
author, who enabled mee to do, and to bee 
willing to do, thanks and prais inceſſantly, 
and immortally, that hee created mee to bee 

the inſtrument of any good. Glory 

bee to that great God on high, his - 

peace bee with us on earth, 
and our wils wel affe- 
Qed towards al 


men. 


This it Enired and Privied according to Order, 
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T O 
The reverend Afſem< 


bly of Divines convencd for the 


Aſsiſtance of the high Court of 
Parliament in eſtabliſhing doctrine, 
and A er in Religion. 


The humble Petition of (hrifto- 
fer Symes Inventor of the mes 


thod of teaching in this Pam. 
phlet comprehenced. 
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PEOY-IR2 Off Reverend, Your pions and 
FSA 1Þ ardent zeal for trmth and 
þ peace Is conſpicuous to al men, 
} who love trmth and peace. 


=> Tour painful and indefatigable 

labors aſwel in your daily 

meetmgs and conſultations, as alſo in the fre- 
quent 


erent exerciſe of each of your publick Alinj. 
fteries make the ſame evident to the world, 
Torr ſolemn Vowes, your Prayers, your Sere 
91011 are ſeales of your unanimous, and of 
each of your individual z:ales for Reformati- 
ont Tee have no oppoſers, no maligners, but 
the faftors of eAntichriſt, and his idolatroug, 
«nd ſuperſtitions brood , and their adherent 
either men hood-winked, ftupified, and even 
poiſoned with the venemons inſinuations of the 
pragmatical Jeſuites, who are crept far into 
the Eccleſiaftical, andcivil fate, or els mali. 
rions, sguorant, irreligions, profane men, con- 
temmers of God, and godlines : the ſalvation of 
whoſe ſouls notwithſtanding ( 7 know ) your 
charity wiſheth, and would endevor to work, 
if they would bearken to your doftrines and 
enftr MHONS, | | 


Now fer aſmuch as want of. letters is a 
great cans of much ignorance, ignorance of ir- 
religion, irreligion of profane difſolutenes of 
life, contempt of God, and godlines, beetng al 
of them the very mothers of devotionin idela- 
zry, and ſuperſittion, becaus men. altogether il- 
literate are very Indecile, and hard to bee ca- 
gechized in the fundamentals of Religion : by 


cAns 


weans wherof civil diſſention is growen to 
ſuch a gangreen in our nation, that i doth 
far more infeſt the tranquillity of the Realm 
than al the Papiſts within the ſame alone 
could have done, For had not 4 pretended 
Proteſtant party ſided with them, onr civil 


 warrs had not continued thus long. For, and 


in futnre remedy of which miſchief and mie 
ſeries I am confident that not one man as 


. mongſt yee wil bee deficient, when opportunity 


5s offered, and a way is found ro give every 
Sul within his charge the knowledge of 
letters. 


My bumble ſuite, and requeſt therefore 
5s, and that grounded upon conſcience of du- 
87 that yee wil bee al ſeverally pleaſed to 
Communicate to your ſeveral Congregations 
that there is ſneh a method extant in this 
Pamphlet conteined, whereby none yong or 


old, although fifty years of age, or more, if 


endued with common ſent, ey-ſight, ſpeach, 
and hearing may fear failing to attain the 
faculty of reading Engliſh, if hee, ſhee, op 
they have either literate father, or maſter, 
or friend, or fellow , who wil — 0718 

ours 
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hours wacave. time on ach day for half a 
year toinſtrutt him, her, or them, according to 
the rules in this tratt conteined. . Having 
done my duty, and diſcharged- my conſcience [ 
humbly take my leave ſubmitting to your 
grave judgements, and approbation. 
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